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Transport Impolicy 

Phe Transport White Paper received a terrible 
hammering in the Commons on Wednesday, not 
only from Mr. Morrison but also from some of 
Mr. Churchill's respected supporters. 
Nothing, indeed, was said by the Government 
te controvert the view that their proposals are 
designed for purely political ends and bear no 
relation to the requirements of an efficient trans 
port industry 


Most 


The Opposition extracted a pro- 
mise that compensation—from the levy on road 
haulage—would be paid to workers displaced 
by the transfer from public ownership. Since 
the levy as now envisaged is almost certainly 
not large enough to compensate the railways for 
loss of traffic, this new undertaking is likely to 
involve an increase on the original £4m. Mr. 
Morrison stated Labour’s position firmly and, 
we believe, correctly. When returned to power, 
Labour will re-naitonalise such operable units 
as are necessary for a properly integrated trans- 
port system and see to it “that the public purse 
does not pay again for what has already been 
paid for out of the funds of public authorities.” 
Moreover the right will be reserved to leave 
to the private “services or vehicles 
which for any reason are not needed, or because 
of neglect are not worth having.” This is the 
right line; it does Labour’s hands in 
detail, but it leaves no doubt about their objec- 
tive. Mr. Churchill really cannot complain if, 
when he trails his coat, the Opposition tread 
on it more heavily than he expects. 


owners 


not tie 


Trade with China 

The China traders’ decision to “ withdraw ” but 
to set up some form of association through which 
attempts may be made to continue trading ts 
sensible. It would be futile for British firms 
to struggle on uneconomically without any pros 
pect that their business would justify their over- 
heads. If any trade is to be done, under present 
circumstances, it can only be done by direct 
agreement between the Chinese Government 
agencies and some centralised body representing 
all British interests. No doubt the 
would prefer to conduct business through a 
body set up by the delegates who have just 
returned from Peking, but they would probably 
do better to deal with a recognised group which 
could really speak with authority. Its estab 
lishment now could be meant as a riposte to 
the Moscow and Peking talks; it could be the 
prelude to the withdrawal of British recognition, 
if a rebuff follows the British Note to Peking 
But it is almost certainly the best chance, in pre- 
sent circumstances, on the official level, to restore 
British trade with China, 


Chinese 


Competitive Television ? 


The opponents of sponsored programmes 
have obviously been relieved by Mr. Churchill's 
decision, in spite of the pressure of the adver- 
tising lobby on his back benches, to retain the 
present structure of the B.B.C. for another ten 
years; and the remote prospect of the commer- 
cial stations promised in the White Paper has 
apparently persuaded some that this document 
is a triumph of moderation. 
this view. 


poses Is 


We cannot share 
What the Government in fact pro- 
the eventual application of some 


variant of the Australian and Canadian broad- 
casting systems to television in this country. 
The B.B.C. would retain a monopoly of sound- 
casting and would continue to receive all 
licence revenue on television as well as radio 
sets; for that reason it would be forbidden by 
the Postmaster-General to accept any adver- 
tising. On the other 
stations, financed solely by 
be encouraged, when the 
programme permits it, to 
B.B.C. under unspecified safeguards, to be 
defined by Parliament and operated by a 
British equivalent of the American Federal 
Communications Commission, 

It :s true that, with nearly three years of the 
rearmament programme sull to go, the chances 
of a ‘Tory Government surviving to implement 
this White Paper are remote. But this should 
not deter the Opposition from exposing the 
dangers of its proposals. 


hand, commercial 
advertising, would 
capital investment 
compete with the 


There was at least a 
financial argument for permitting the B.B.C. 
to obtain part of the enormous extra revenue 
necessary for television by a strictly controlled 
and limited experiment in sponsored broad 
casts. This proposal, 
rejected by the Cabinet. 
keep the B.BC 


commercial 


has been 
Instead, it prefers to 
non-commercial, 
stations to 


however, 


and allow 
compete with it. 
Ideologicaily, this may be good Conservatism 
But it disregards the lessons of Canada and 
Australia, where 

radio compete 
Their experience 
gramme: 


1on-commercial Government 
with sponsored programme 
has been 
good. 


that bad pro- 


drive out 


Mr. Sandys and the Lamp Cartel 

Mr. Duncan Sandys this week announced the 
Government's acceptance of all but one of the 
Monopolies Commission’s recommendations 
the conditions of sale of electric 
At the same time he said that the firms 


included in the manufacturers’ carte! 


concerning 
lamps. 


had 


accepted the recommendations and had agreed 
to carry them out, and that in the circumstances 
he did not propose to make any binding regu- 
lations, but would leave it to be seen whether 


the new 
observed. 


cenditions were being voluntarily 

The one recommendation he re- 
fused to accept was that the system of “aggre- 
gation of quantity rebates,” where lamps are 
ordered from more than one firm within the 
cartel, should be ended—his argument being 
that this would work to the disadvantage of the 
smaller cartellised firms. The main effects of the 
recommendations will be the disappearance of 
sales quotas and of sanctions designed to enforce 
resale price maintenance, the removal of the ban 
on payment of dividends on purchases of lamps 
from Co-operative Societies, and the removal of 
discrimination against producers outside the 
cartel by suppliers of lamp components who are 
members of it. The cartellised firms have also 
agreed to maintain a supply of the cheaper types 
of lamp and to stop payments to distributors’ 
associations. 

Mr. Sandys himself has said that he does not 
expect the new conditions to lead to any con- 
siderable fall in prices, but only to rather less 
restricted competition. Indeed, it may not even 
have this result. The system of giving price 
rebates according to quantity remains in force 
and will continue to give the cartel an advantage 
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over the very limited competition it has to face. 
In effect, the changes are to the good as far as 
they go, but electric lamps are unlikely to cost 
much less or last much longer. 


The Tories and Industry 

The net result of Mr. Butler’s second 
thoughts on the Excess Profits Levy is that indus 
try will get only £68m., instead of £100m., in 
profits tax relief, while the E.P.i 
will cost the Treasury over £50m. ‘The 
important of the amendments designed to tem 
per the wind for City lambs are (1) the right 
to choose the two best out of the three years 
1947-49 as the “standard” period for assessing 
excess profits; (2) the reduction, from 18 pe 
cent. to 15 per cent., in the maximum liability; 
and (3) the raising of the allowance on new 
capital. Apart from the additional concessions 
given to overseas rubber and tin-mining com- 
panies, this revision of the Levy represents 
siderable degree of appeasement to the Govern- 
ment’s supporters in Big Business. To judge, 
however, from Stock Exchange reactions, the 
City is not noticeably grateful for these smail 
mercies, and is complaining more bitterly than 
ever that the total rate of tax payable on distri- 
buted profits is a disincentive burden. 
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most 


2 con- 


A Landlerds* Bill 


Scottish Correspondent writes 

the Highland crofters’ traditional 
increasing their food will 
come a very serious crime, punishable by extra- 
ordinarily heavy penalties, if the Poaching of Deer 
Scotland) Bill becomes lay 
through the 


other Dusiness, 


ing, one ol 


means ol 
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supplies, 


It has now passed 
Lords, and d spite the pressure 
the 


through 


Government apparently 


intends et it Commons this 
it can. 

maximum penalty for 
now a fine of £20 
maximum of £100 and two years’ imprisonment 
together the 


with two 


ihe 
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poaching deer is 


This is to be increased to a 


Where two or more people are 
maximum is to be a £500 fine, 
imprisonment. For the 
poacher’s deer, vehicle, boat or firearm is to be 
It becomes 
proved by a single witness, to be in possession © 


acting 
again 
first 


years’ time, the 


confiscated. an offence, which can be 
a deer or a firearm in circumstances which “ 
reasonable ground for suspecting” 
has taken place. There are also new 
The landlords in the House of Lords 
qualified their welcome for this Bill by demanding 
that their gamekeepers be given powers of arrest 


give 
that poaching 
powers of 
search 


This the Government has promised to conside1 

In support of these draconian penalties the Earl 
of Home, Scottish Minister of State, painted a 
vivid picture of the depredations of gangs of 
poachers motoring from “ large towns ” and mow- 
ing with automatic weapons. But 
neither the Earl nor anyone else has produced 
any evidence to prove that such gangs exist, of 
that deer have been killed in this way, except pos- 
sibly While the Bill is said to 
be aimed at “ gang” poaching, the heavy penalties 
apply to all poaching, for the simple reason that 
deer are rarely poached by less than two men. A 
single man cannot handle the carcase 

There is, in fact, no analogy between deer and 
salmon, which were seriously menaced by “ gang” 
poachers. There are far too many deer. In the 
196 deer forests, which extend to more than three 
million acres, there are from 100,000 to 150,000 
deer. As the optimum number has been esti- 
mated at 60,000, it is far more urgent to reduce 


down deer 


in isolated cases. 
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Is Harriman Harry’s Man ? 
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The Price of Tory Policy 


Mg. Buiter evidently hopes that the modest 
increase which he proposes to make in taxation 
an distributed profits will reinforce effectively 
the arguments which he deployed last week in 
* wage He 1: 

One union conference 

shown determination of 


favour of restraint.’ doomed to 


disillusion trade afte: 
the 
substantial advances 


pression is likely 


dele 
and little 
to be made by the Chan 


another ha 
gates to press for 


cellor’s arguments 


The Chancellor contended that workers “on 


average " had already received compensation for 
the rise in the cost of living; he spoke of having 


handed back the food subsidy cuts in conces- 


sions tO income-tax payers and recipients of 


social benefits. Such talk will carry no convic 


tion with trade unionists, who will retort that 
the benefit: 


of. social benetit 


to pensioners and other recipients 

that the 
gone in large 
classes; and that the 
s only the fringe of the problem 
production. 
Union delegates rightly feel to-day that it is high 
time to get 
even so, the cost of living—two points up in 
April—will rise a good deal further before 
appropriate wage advances are secured 

The Chancellor tried to reply in advance to 
the last point by arguing that, if wages can be 
stabilised, prices need not rise. But he made 
no promise that the Government 
could, stabilise the cost of living; and he said 
significantly lithe about food prices, many of 
which show every sign of increasing by much 
more than the amount by which the subsidies 
have been reduced. Indeed, to argue that 
the cost of living would really be stabilised, 
except as a deliberately 
engineered deflation, would have been to make 
nonsense of his entire policy; for how can the 
check to consumption, on which Mr. Butler is 
banking, come about, except as the result eithe: 
of large-scale unemployment, or uncompensated 
higher prices? 

This at once raises the question of the rmght 
distribution of the burden. H the existing 
standard of total consumption in Britain must 
fall, who is to eat less?) Mr. Butler has begun 
by lowering the standards of the mass of the 
working class by an unrequited addition to the 
price of food. Are they to accepi this passively 
as the last word in social justice? Higher wages, 
says Mr. Butler, can now be conceded only im 
return for higher productivity; and he points to 
the extent to which the rising curve of produc 
tion has flattened out. But how does he expect 
agercgate productivity to rise in the face of wide 
spread short-time in the texule and othe: 
industries, and of the losses due to the change 
over to armament production? And ¢an he 
really suppose that the psychological conditions 
of to-day are favourable to greater effort, even 
when there are no material obstacies m= the 
way? The lower-paid workers are already dis- 
gruntied because of rising prices, and a large 
section of trade unionists, particularly in skilled 
trades, feel no enthusiasm for working for inten- 
sive rcarmament. Nor are they greatly impressed 
by adjurations to produce more for export to 


were | ng ov erdue 
mcome-ax have 
measure to the 
profits tax touche 


of distributing 


CONCESSIONS 


middle 


the proceeds ol 


new claims considered, and that, 


would, or 


consequence of a 


foreign markets which are visibly contracting. 

In substance, Mr. Butler’s only strong poimt 
is that, if prices are now further inflated by large 
increases in wage costs, and British exports are 
thus made less competilive im an increasingly 
dificult world market, the workers will be among 
the principal sufferers. Of this, the leaders of 
the trade unions are well aware. But, whatever 
its clement of truth, this argument is unlikely 
to carry much weight while profits remain high, 
and while the main changes in taxation which 
the Government is making are calculated solely 
to ease the burden on the relatively well-to-do 
The tact is that, for a considerable time ahead, 
there is likely to be a world shortage of food- 
tufis, and that, in consequence, Britain will have 
to cope with consistently unfavourable “ terms 
of trade.” Furthermore, with Germany and 
Japan each launching an intense export drive in 
the so-called “free world,” and the Americans 
insisting on a trade blockade of the rest of the 
world, industrial exporters will be ill-placed for 
getting good prices except in a narrow range of 
scarce goods; and, in Britain’s case, an increase 
in the export of such goods can be secured only 
at the expense of rearmament. 

This is a problem from which there is no easy 
way of escape on the assumptions within which 
Mr. Butler is working. Even if the Americans 
were to take Mr. Acheson’s advice and liberalise 
their trade policy, instead of clamouring for 
further protection to meet any signs of an 
increase in competitive imports, there would be 
no chance of solving the problem of dolla 
shortage by any practicable expansion of indus- 
trial exports trom Europe to the U.S. In a 
world market half-closed by blockade and 
balance-of-payment difficulties, and increasingly 
congested by the industrial revival of Germany 
and Japan, the situation of Britain would at best 
be difficult. With the British economy distorted 
by rearmament on a scale increasingly beyond 
our capacity, the problem becomes desperate 

This is not to say that the problem will be 
solved by trade union pressure for higher wages. 
Indeed, as an accompaniment to Tory policy, 
wage advances on a large scale will actually make 
the situauion worse from the standpoint of 
and the balance of payments 
But what are the trade unions to do? They can 
hardly be expected to acquiesce tamely in a 
policy which begins, through over-concentration 
on armaments, by reducing the nation’s consum 
able production, and then deliberately puts the 
burden of shortage on those least able to bear 
it, while greater scope in buying is given to the 
power of the purse. The Chancellor appears to 
consider that wages in general, and the lower 
paid workers’ standard of living in particular, 
are appropriate victims of cold war. 
hardly expect trade unionists to 
to acquiesce in this reversal of an integral part 
of the Welfare State policy—the raising of the 
lower-paid groups towards a better, and more 
secure, standard of living. The only course 
open to-day to the indusirial side of the Labour 
Movement is to insist that Tory policy must 
not have the effect of redistributing wealth at 
the workers’ expense. If this means that they 
must press adamantly for higher wages to meet 


export earnings 


He can 
agree or 
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actual and prospective rises in living costs, then 
it is for Mr. Butler and his colleagues to decide 


whether the luxury of rearmament and electoral 


appeals to the middle class is worth thi: 
or whether their policy must be « 
the weight of trade union pressure 


price 
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I wave found considerable difficulty in obtain 
ing the Report of the International Red Cros 
representatives in South Korea, who have 
investigating last February’s outbreak of violenc: 
at P.W. Compound 62 on the island of Koje 
The Report is contained in the April issue « 
the Revue Internationale de la Croix 
published at Geneva in French. ‘The head 
quarters of the British Red Cross Society could 
give me no help in obtaining the document and 
the English Supplement to the Revue oddly 
omits it. The Report is in two sections. The 
first gives an account of the conditions in th 
compound a couple of 
incidents. From this it appears that there wa 
at that ume some discontent the 
prisoners, though there is no evidence that con 
ditions were much worse than usual in P.W 
The section consists of two 
statements, one by the Camp Commandant and 
one by 
the 
Statements 


been 


Rouge 


weeks prior to. the 


among 


camps second 
from among 
The investigators report these 
verbatim without attempting to 
reconcile them or to allocate blame. Neverthe 
less, there 1s sufficient common ground between 
the two to compel the conclusion that the Camp 
Commandant was guilty of, at least, a tragic 
error of judgment, and to throw further light on 
the obscure—but clearly improper 
“forcible screening.” The Report greatly for 
tifies the proposal made in last week’s issue of 
this journal that all the Korean camps should 
unmediately be placed neutral 
national supervision. It also further justifies 
doubts, widely held in this country even before 
this week’s new outbreak of unrest on Koje and 
at Pusan, about the propriety of the American 
stand “on principle” against the repatriation of 
100,000 allegedly reluctant prisoners. It does 
however, justify the disingenuous treatment of 
the matter in last Saturday's 
whose lead story was designed to suggest to the 
casual reader that the International Red 
had itself branded the U.S. authorities as having 
‘violated every law of the Geneva Convention 
on the treatment of prisoners.” 
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It is unfair to criticise the experiment in 
school television too harshly at this stage. 
it is not yet clear what the B.B.C. ts urying to 
do. But some critics, who watched the first 
tesis, are asking whether the B.B.C. knows 
self. Why, for instance, did the programine 
about a lighthouse-keeper deliberately pass-up 
the exciting chances that television offers? The 
viewers saw no keeper; there were only a distant 
shot of an unlit lighthouse, and 2 series of pic 
tures in which a small boy in a tobacconist’s 
shop asked questions of an old salt, whose job 
it had, presumably, been to keep as far away 
from lighthouses as possible. One would think 


since 





, 


that here was an admirable subject to test tele 
vision’s value as a teaching technique. But it 
was used, apparently, purely as an experiment 
in the relation of sound and vision—a matter 
which has been hashed over for years by makers 
of teaching films. True, classroom television is a 
novelty Yet it not from 


It can build on our long experience of 


does have to start 
scratch 


schools broadcasting and films, and need not 
go through all the same 


development by trial and error. 


painfully tages of 
* * * 
The 


press 


rumour, 
that 


widely disseminated in 
two of the younger High Court 
Judges, disconcerted by the difficulty of having 
to live on £5,000 a year, are seeking permis 
ion to return to practice at the 
urely prove to be ill-founded. It how- 
ever, be held in many legal circles to have served 
au usctul purpose, if it leads to a successful 
campaign tor an increase in judges’ salaries. | 
hope such a campaign will not be supported by 
the Labour Party. Judges are now paid rela 
tively far less than a hundred years ago, when 
the salary was fixed; but they are still paid 
as much as Mr. Attlee’s Cabinet Ministers and 
u few pounds a year more than Mr. Churchill's 
So long as they are sure of a good pension on 
reurement, I doubt if there will be much diffi- 
culty in inducing the worthier members of the 
Bar to accept promotion to the Bench. The 
argument that a yudge must be paid as much as 
the managing director of some great industrial 
combine, in order to keep him out of venal 
temptation, strikes me as an unworthy reflection 
and one which the judges themselves would do 
well to repudiate. While the fact that judges must 
now, like the majority of the men and women 
they try, walk to lunch or travel home in the 
Underground is probably of benefit both to thei 
digestions and to their understanding of 
fellow men. 


the 


Bar will 
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Will, 
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Che publication in England (by Turnstile 
Press, next Friday) of Solly Sachs’s The Chor 
Before South Africa coincides dramatically with 
further attempts by Dr. Malan’s Government 
to silence this courageous trade union lead 
The new and infamous restrictions on his activi 
ties are the climax of a long period of political 
persecution, which has on more than one occa- 
included physical violence Now by 
governmental edict, under the Suppression of 
Communism Act, he has been ordered to resign 
within thirty days his position as General Secre 
tary of the Garment Workers’ Union and is pro 
hibited from attending any political or indus 
Whether or not 
Sachs ts in fact a Communist, his treatment 


SOre alled 


Sion 


trial gathering for two years 
Mr 

in a democratic cannot be 
defended. An atteinpt is also being made by the 
South Altrican customs to suppre book 
Many bundles of copies have been seized at 
Cape Town but I am told, are already 
in the hands of the booksellers. If in the end 
only a handful of copies elude the police, I pre- 
dict that the book will sull be widely read in 
the Union, as it surely will be in this countrys 
As Tom Driberg says of Sachs in a moving pre 
face, “ nobody in his right mind, and who wish« 
good to South Africa, can remain indifferent 

what he has to 


country 


his 


some, 
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By an odd coincidence another remarkable 
publication this week also has a preface by Tom 
Driberg. Lease of Life by Milbourne 
12s. 6d ¥ construc 
tive idealism which can have few parallels. Mil 
bourne, a young regular soldier, was wounded 
ind taken prisoner at Arnhem. When the doc 
tors had finished with him, he had lost both his 
His lite has 
been a struggle to re-equip himself for a norma! 
existence. He has taught himself to de 
artificial hands all that most of us 


real ones 


Andrew 


Museum Press, iS a Story 


arms and one of his eyes since 
with 
can do with 
For a time, for instance, he 
underground in a pit: and after a series of job 
he is now an established clerical officer in the 
Ministry of Pensions. This book wa: 
as the means of re-teaching himself to write. It 
completed Milbourne, though 
modestly unaware of the degree of his triumph 
came to realise that the account of his expericnee 
could be of value to others 


Ww orked 


started 


was because 


It us certainly not 
a literary masterpiece, but it is one of the most 
moving accounts of have ever 
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It is an ancient Porter 
And he stoppeth one of three 


By thy long grey beard and glittering eve, 
Now wherefore stopp’st thou me? 


OF THE 
PORTER 


He holds him with his 
Che Traveller 
© Passenger 
About the 


glittering eye, 
standeth still 
thou needs must 
Transport Bill 


heat 
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Phe Owners loosed then 
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Po public ownership 
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grip 


pass 


But 
To set 
And give 
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the loads on British R 
privat 


Pories now vow 


vad 


company 


If Railways lose it ts no news 
Our wages will tre 
hus is the worst that ever 
On Transport employes 


they 


burst 


It runneth best that payeth best 
Road Transport payeth well! 
The Passenger here beat his breast, 
For he heard the Bournemouth Belle. 


When Roads are run for 
And Rails to public lo 

Ihe State will hang around thy neck 
Ihe Transport albatross 


private gain 


The fares will soar as ne 
And there will be, I fear 
Porters, Porter 


Nor any 


before, 


everywhere, 
passenger 
Bournemouth Belle hath 
Phe Guard hath waved hi 
Ihe Platform Staft hath 
Phe Porter h 


bange 
ith the bag 
He holds it in 
Ihe engine whi 
Thou, Passenger, must make a 
Avainst the Transport Bill 


hat 
tleth shrill 


his skinny 
*t 


> Pa 


i senger broke free and 1 
rhe 


barrier leaping through 
And standing im the 
A sadder and a wiser m 


He rode trom Waterloo 
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and hard thinking may again win the day, and 
that another Labour Government may be able 
to move on from a precariously poised Welfare 
State to a more firmly based and efficient 
Socialism. ‘Those who fear that the gains of the 
past may be swept away by inflation, Tory policy 
er “world by Mr 
Strachey, who, in a final essay summarising past 
achievements future prospects, that, 
whether the pessimists are right or not, Socialists 
have no practical alternative but to act as if they 
were wrong 


causes” are answered 


and Says 


Mr. Crossman is a good successor to Bernard 
Shaw, who edited the orginal Fabian Essays 
Beatrice Webb, who liked to have us all docketed 
into neat categories, was compelled to create a 
special class of sprites to accommodate Bernard 
Shaw. If she had been alive to-day she might 
have decided to pop Mr. Crossman into the same 
elusive pigeon-hole. Like G. B. S., his method 
is to hit people over the head and, having thus 
attracted their attention, offer them persuasive 
reasons for accepting some comparatively mode: 
ate He makes, for instance, the 
remark, astonishing in a Socialist book, that 
“there is far the Christian 
doctrine of original sin than for Rousseau’s fan- 
tasy of the noble savage, or 
classless Vaken at 
would seem to mean that are to abandon the 
effort human 
by environmental change, and concentrate on in- 
dividual salvation, which is precisely to reverse 
the basis of Socialist thinking. But it 
emerges that Mr. Crossman 1s simply calling 
somewhat violent attention to the fact that merely 
to change the social environment by subsututing 
collectivism for competition will not automatic- 
ally make people good or trendly or even non 
acquisitive The trend to-day ts the 
“managerial” State which, Mr. Crossman be 
lieves, already exists in Russia and 1s in process 
of development m the United States. 
to “ civilise ” 
society. Clearly Mr. Crossman is right m saying 
that something people call Socialism can be either 
bad or good, and that it is our will that deter 
mines which it is. The sub-structure conditens, 
but does not determine, the “ super-structure ” 
there is still scope for “social will!’ Mi 
man creates the 
of the reader by talking about original sin 


proposition 


more to be said tor 
Marx’s vision of the 


society.” face value, this 
we 
and behaviour 


to umprove society 


soon 


towards 


Our job is 
this new and dangerous torm of 


Cross 


unnecessary confusion im mind 


The assumption that a classless society is desir 
able and feasible, and that we have it within our 
power to shape it, runs throughout this book 
Reaction the that Socialism is 
merely “nationalisation” leads Mr 
and Mr. Austin Albu to important observations 
about forms of socialisation which will increase 
the workers’ “sense of partnership” and, by a 
variety of constitutions and much decentralisa 
tion, save the Socialist State from what a French 
thinker once called “apoplexy at the centre and 
anemia at the Mr. Ian Mikardo 
deals with the same problem from the trade union 
angle, and Mr. Roy Jenkins in a more theoretical 
essay inquires what is mvolved in the 
concept of equality. Margaret Cole provides a 
fresh and persuasive discussion of our educational 
system and seeks to show that the “ comprehen 
sive school” may provide the proper psychologi 


against notion 


Crossland 


extremities.” 


Socialist 


cal basis for an equal society 

The original Fabians did not mention foreign 
affairs. In 1914, before the 
Mr. and Mr: 
protesting against our being mvelved in war, on 
the grounds that they 
foreyn affairs 
on the sank 


mvasion of Belgium, 
Webb refused to sign a manifesto 
were not specialists in 
two days later they again retused, 
theniselves 


grounds, to commit 


the view that we ought to go to war. ‘This 
sublime detachment is hardly comprehensible 
im an age when foreign and domestic politics are 
inextricably The New Fabians, 
however, have made a manful effort to deal with 
the external problems of Britain in a separate 
chapter. The task has devolved on Mr. Denis 
Healy, who, since the war, has been Transport 
House’s Foreign Secretary. He very wisely 
avoids both prophecy and detailed recommenda- 
tion. He sweeps aside the delusion that there is 
now @# simple, clear-cut conflict between two 
Great Power He is very sure indeed that 
“ Britain’s fundamental interest in unity with the 
United States will remain supreme,” but he points 
out that “the emergence of Germany, Japan and 
China as independent Powers” has already 
the picture of “the two continental 
super-States glowering at each other over a power 
vacuum in which Britain is the only strong State.” 
‘The vast revolution now in process in Africa, as 
well as in Asia, adds to the complexity. “It is 
much more probable,” he adds, “ that the future 
will bring a return to a world of many powers in 
which decisions are made by the methods of tradi- 
tional power politics.” Mr. Crossman attempts 
Socialist foreign — policy He 
that a for America ot 
Russia would be defeat for Socialism, and that 
our object must be to keep “the cold war cold,” 
to restrain rearmament to a non-rumous level, 
ty accept as unalterable the impossibility of any- 
thing more than a modus vivendt with Russia, 
and to make use of the opportunity which this 
pressure imposes on us to build 
democratic Socialism within — the 
we power. A precarious 
ind unpromiSing basis on which to build? No 
doubt, but I've yet to see a betver alternativ: 
KINGSLEY MARTIN 
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iT. PROBLEMS IN GoLtp Coast 


Th only formal constitutional change in the 
Gold Coast since Kwame Nkrumah took office 
the “ Leader of Government Busines 

has acquired the title of Prime Minister, together 
with some of the ceremonial attributions which 
that title in Britain, This - satisfies 
ind they are many—who press impatiently 
for “ self-government now’; but it 
fact no than the general an 
experiment in marrying together a team of African 
Ministers and an administration which is sull, in 
its upper ranks, three-quarters White. It marks 
abo all, the extremely cordial and 
trusting relationship which now exists between 
Nkrumah and Governor Arden Clark. Next on 
the change—and 
everyone, Governor, 


is that 


attend 
those 
marks in 


more success of 


perhaps, 


of constituuonal 
the 
take it for granted that forward movement towards 
Dominion cannot and ought not to be 
prevented be the displacement of the 
ex offi Ministers combine, as 
things 


programme 
including seems to 
Status 
will 

White 
tand, the anomalous responsibilities of 
officers with 
Affairs, Detence, Finance,  lustice 
When this is asked fer, perhaps in the next year 


who 
administrative political control of 
External 


or so, it Will probably be granted without h 


ado ; 


TPL 
and the dividing line between the constitu 
tional status of the Gold Coast and a new 
be dithcult to draw 

Iwo tactors aid powerfully towards the succ« 
ot this 


African 


Domimon will then 
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May 24, 
practically everywhere, and at all levels, a sense 
of spiritual release among people who certainly 
feel that the gates to the modern world, are at 
last unlocked, and even thrown wide open 
Not surprisingly, you glimpse this most in the 
field of education, where schools, 
‘ academics,” commercial institutes every 
sort of place of learning or alleged learning spring 
up at every turn. Motoring into a little coastal 
town like Winniba, for instance, you come across 
a string of these places—a teachers’ training 
college, a“ Royal Academy,” a Ghana Commercial 
College, primary and = secondary both 
public and private—until you almost feel that the 
whole population is going to school. 

The second factor is probably still more 
important, The people of the Gold Coast are 
going through these political and social changes in 
a period of unexampled prosperity. They have 
acquired a say in spending their own money et 
a time when there .is a great deal of it to spend 
Cocoa prices are higher than ever before ; and 
cocoa provides over 70 per cent. of exports and 
finances nearly half the population. Having 
won the suppert of cocoa farmers and traders 
on the argument that these two principal segments 
of the population would be infinitely better off 
under self-government, the Convention People’s 
Party has had the satisfaction of seeing its forecast 
come true. That the C.P.P. has had in fact little 
or nothing at al! to do with this access of prosperity 
is an equivocation which is calculated, later on, 
to give a great deal of trouble, if and when cocoa 
prices should tall on the world market. For 
moment, all is spanking prosperity. 
Accra, for example, find 
themselves better off than anyone can remember ; 
thew turn-over is astonishing. 
the 
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* colleges,” 
and 


schools 


the 
though, 
Market-women in 


I myseli examined 
of ene woman who turned 
over, the month before, a gross value of £16,000 
in consumer goods provided by the United 
Africa Company. She was an exception; but 
many have a monthly turn-over of several 
thousand pounds, 


* books 


nad 


surface of 


the 
suggests some contradictory 
certainly true, on the hand, 
that the present regime in the Gold Coast, eve 

within political and economic limitation: 
are at pomts disquietingly narrow, is very good 
for the people of the Gold Coast and very good 
for the more general cause of African emergence 
into the modern world. There is in progress a 
and popular renaissance of 
energies and abilities, a fructifving cony 
that the old and repressive past is 
over. It is also true that the corruption 
camouflaged servitude of Liberia are not only 
absent from the Geld Coast, but are in all lkeli- 
hood bound to remain absent. It is probably as 
certain as anything can be in this world that the 
people of the Gold have 
firmly the road to nationhood 
when onc 
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imperatives of party discipline. There is a ser 
atcer all, in which every party must be dictatorial 


are operating a 


Danquah 


ally when that party is ving 
through retorms at breakneck speed 
Phe Convention Peop! Party, a 
e popular support 
by such criticism soon 
Alre 
legends of inna 


As it 


“a place 


ustifiably str 
old 
nonsense 
is to find 
nationalist 


ong 


interio;rity 
its task 


honest 


are leader 


now within 1 
and to produce 


n the nature of a charter for narron! 
will contain a 
targets flor 


Accra, G 


series of real, and really 
mic ae 


Basi. Day 


Little Mesters 


Lin is hard for the am 
kills, If he 
been doing, in search of craftsmanshiy often in insanitary hovel 


not yet 


social and econ 


ld Coas al 

wou 
idmirable, even ft p 
old 


Ou0 tndividua 


killed off many of the 


t of inherit or other 


Englan rged cv : neu 


iteur stude: 
industrial 
I | 
ich has 
prod 


machine 


journevs about operat 


ive until 


W auc 


tablishme 


by ma utlery 


the virti Oo here Were 


been obliterated 
Ipt te 


In Its Capacity 


ction, he is overlook 
emploving 
t Bact 


Premise 


he regrets sentumentally the decay lorale ¢ 


tions of old, individualist workmansh 
stalgic longings for the past a sh 
is applied by Sheffield—the Sheftield not 
great works but of the cutlers, the 
In this city of grimy 


sturdy private 


ne rp corrective ¢ i itist 
onditior 
steel into 
mesters.” buildings 


up by enterprise without 

by 
Burgh! 
ithordet 


dev op d as 


pride or decency, individualism has be 


wasteful anachronism, and craftsman Lord 


ountt 


ten as a costly industrial eccentr 


[t is tempting. of course, to sigh 


over pel he i, 


time and lost loveliness natura Iva 


In the private museu 
firms they 


photographs of store-rooms which once 


of famous old cutlery 


will show 
held th 


twepty tons of ivory or horns trom the head m the Poth nt 


Company of Hallamshu 
hed. But with th 


ind in glass case 
' 


thousand stag 
velloushs multi-fitted px 


chased | 
corated mother-ot-pearl handle 
They 


utler 


inherei 
conser tie 
Exhibition 


there is 


1th-Century 


that no living 
assemble such 
ind! 


fitty years ago; that moulded pl 


or reproduce th 


filigree-h ors which wo 


Prix i 
vy often make do tor stag-horn; 
the 


impact of purchas« 


* preciou components, the art olf 


irl is dying 
old craft 
there was Mr 


int, k pl 
ied table 


ut 

on men 
Ber 

oducing 


elderly surely 


workroom hand-fin knives wl 
ind carved ivory 
tuined the highest 
rking tor an hist 
Arthur Judye 
muiths, busy | 


il, with its ste 


errule or pe 


traditions of the past 
Hill 
endant of four gener 
r black Hi 


notching fin 


mic firm on Pond 


de 
ind-forgin 
el wedges for 
bedded 


wks, W hk sured me 


mure | 


ording erished traditior 
invil 
foundatior 
ild 

in th t 


Fred 


re stone from which the 


Was proper, on a 


1 hooked pruning-knite wo 
8-Ib hammer rnc 
workroom I Ibbetson 
‘ars had 
metal “ shi 
wecket-k 


thei 


nife handk 
owne}: mith 
with a 


elding medieval 


instrument known 
ind-operated fiddk 
all the 


follow 


lik 


vertak« 


world 
ind « 
of 


gadg 


ice, Or the Sta 


the quality of 


wers that 


CLiscs 


ung aside 


which 
old 
if 


en 


. 


the 
rohibitive taxa 
luxXuUrlo 


1 firm 
ot the 


Ss nes 
in Shet 
making 
ions are Carried 
for u is ug 
ymund 


t { iv the 


(our 


ury, an 


{ 


ullet 
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a rapidly reciprocating machine. ‘The blade itself 
is ether rolled or “ goffed” (drop-forged) by a 
power-hammer, under whose blows it is slowly 
drawn by the seated operative towards bis lap 
(This produces im the steel the wavy, “ 
efiect sull 
French name, gauffre After annealing, shape 1s 
given to the blade by die-stamping 
hardening, tempering, hand-grinding and glazing, 
the fitting of the handle, and the final murror 
polishing of the blade. For pocket-knives and 
scissors, it 1s the final assembly 
skilled craltsmanship and delicate adjustment 
From end of the war until last winter 
Shefheld cutlers were enjoying a sellers’ market, 
and the big firms were glad cnough to farm out 
some of their orders to “ litthe mesters” who, in 
their turn, competed cagerly for skilled labour 
often offering a first-grade cutler up to £10 a 
week, the standard minimum of well 
under £7 and average earning of probably £8-£9 
in a large firm. ‘“Lo-day, the scilers’ market has 
vanished the full of 
“frustrated” by recent Dominion bans, and many 
firms that order-books are thinning 
sadly years ago, the Working Party 
appomicd by the President of the Board of ‘Trade 
expressed fear that the industry, with its mult 
plicity of small, “weak” firms, would be badly 
placed to 
Sheffield to 
house 11 order, Under 
stances, | should say that, in the 
Shefheld’s 10,000 cutlery employees 
of them now women 


crimped ” 


which gives ths process its old 


followed by 


which calls tor 


the 


agaist 


lactorics are exports 
coinpiain 
Five 


and it 
sctting: mts 


cope with a slump; 


time in 


urged 


lose no cuulery 


better present 
imterests of 
halt 


the need tor rationalisation 


circum- 
nearly 


is More urgent than ever, 

The leaders of the industry rec I think, 
that Sheflield’s tuture is bound to rest in 
“quality” for markets m= which 
cheapness of price ts the dominant consideration, 
it is hopeless for honestly forged cutlery to com- 


Opn. se, 


production 


pete with goods made in the mass from pressed 


wire or rolled sheet. It has been suggested that 


the industry should institute standards of quality, 
with sanctions against their infringement; but the 
enforcement ol such standards appears to me to 
difheulties. As 
most serious technical handicap 1s lack 
the production of blanks 

a fault which hampers the process of mechanisa 
work 


seope 


present great matters stand, the 
industry 


of standardisation im 


tion and often involve: 
firms 
improvement 


needless grinder’s 


Save m the best there is obvious 


in dies and the installation 


But 
stability is 


also tor 
ol more 
mental 
continued 
firms 
prices 


Costs are 


tunda- 
the 
backyard 
whe are compelled in every slump to cut 
md quality Pheu 
often low because they are carrying few 
but I 
value in the existence of establishments incapable 


up-to-date machinery the 
threat to the 


existence ol 


industry's 
hundreds of 


wages, production 


overheads can find no economic or social 
financially of modernising their plant or of giving 
their workpeople reasonable security of employ 
ment—to adequate 
from the industrial hazards of grinder’s dust. It 
the the 1937 Factory Act 
apphed without tear or favour, halt the 
mesters ” 


say nothing of protection 


provisions of WEI 
* Little 
existence mm a 
that the 
ought to 


would be swept out of 
single day. It seems to 
science of Shetlield 
salutory purge 
Shefheld 


mec civic con 


msist on such a 
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Equal Citizens 


Scarrere across the strange 
figures of young men, each separated by a fair di 

tance Ir tock-sull, wear- 
ing tull evening dress in broad daylight and hold 


Campus were 


nthe next. Lach stood 
ing in front of him some object covered in red 


velvet; each of them, I saw in passing, was cease 
lessly mumbling a snatch of speech or poem or 
song, Staring straight ahead and disregarding th« 
quips and laughter of passing students—especially 
girl with that expression of 14-year-old 
solemnity one can so often find on the faces of 20 
year-old Americans 


It was all part of 


students 


the initiation ceremony for a 
leading college fraternity, 1 was told by a young 
woman student from the public relations office of 
On my quick tour I was shown 
through the administrative buildings. “ They're 
very old, almost part of the original college,” said 
the young woman, with needless apology 
the functionalism of 


the colle ge 


alter 
Washington Government 
1 had visited carlier in the morning, these 
buildings with slightly slatternly 
verandahs had a pleasant, lived-in air 


office 
low wooden 

Next, 
however, I was led through brand new dormi 
tories and club-rooms for women students, and at 
once I was back in the world of to-day 
auy and air-condinoned 


bright, 
I] had a brief contrast- 
of Cambridge--the winding. stairs, 
Victorian furnishing in lodgings, 
blacking. Was this 
Pullman Club Car level 


academic standards or not? 


ing memory 


Iron grates and 
theu American comfort on 
conducive to high 
Dr, Johnson, President of the University, had 
other worries. President for twenty-six years, of 
imposing personality, he put leading questions 
quicker they could be asked of him 
talked great knowledge of world 
Vake Four. We both agreed there was 
need for a tar greater effort by the United States 
and Point Four to the 
Asia and Alrica 
wgued at length, until it had grown dark 


than and 


with affairs 
Point 
t) give cconomi under 
under-developed countries of 
Wi 

A cool breeze was just passing across the uees 
stood 
campus Phe 
mubtary commands rang through the 


The young candidates for the fraternity now 


assembled in the centre of the 
sound of 
dark They formed ranks, and as they marched 
The tune teased 


my memory for an instant before I recognised it, 


off broke into a rousing chorus 
or thought T recognised it, as a Russian Cossack 
College 

young into the 
the marchers disappeared It 


marching evidently a 


The 


tanee as 


tune, now song 


vigorous voices faded dis 
was all 
over There was a general relaxation among thx 
student bystanders, a general noisy movement to 
wards the parking spaces. Students, mostly in 
cars, but a few walking, streamed towards the exit 
trom Howard University campus to make for that 
One 


narrow, crowded part of Washington which 


to them was home—the only part ot Washington 
very 


were able to live 


where, with a few excepuons, they, as 
Negroes 
Howard University, founded in 1866 and named 
atter a devout Union general who had fought at 
the north-western 
and is the 
Negro College in the United States 


American 


Gettvsburg, is in district of 


Washington, considered foremost 
Judged by 
standards it 1s small, academically no 
Princeton or Chicago; but it has a good medical 
school whose 


mark 
Bunche, 


ind a law 
made 


Ralph 


schoo! graduates have 
the 


former 


ilready their bet ore Supreme 
the United 
Nations Mediator in the Palestine conflict, was a 


until a few vears back 


Court 


lecturer there Howard's 


all-Negro character is apt to worry some Ameri- 


can liberals, such as one of my 


campaigning 


trends in 


Washington who was with some 


The Ne ua 
success against race discrimination in the capital 
of the I State “Why do they shut them- 
selves up in their self-imposed ghetto? ” 
President Johnson’ 
of principle—like every prominent Ameri- 
can Negro he was unequivocally against 
tion—but of 
American universities provide insufficient places 
hil 
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vtec 
was his 
omment reply was not in 
term 
cogrega- 
long as the 


harsh fact: as 


for Negro students, it was Howard’s duty 
the gap 

The the question are obvious, as 
is the depth of the emotions sull surred up by 
race question which it would be futile to ignore 
Washington is in the South 


pre 


two sides of 


the 


though mach prc 
s has been made in the last few years .n 
down segregation in 
halls, cinemas and 


break- 


ing certain hotels, concert 
hardly 
possible to take a Negro guest to a Downtown 
restaurant. The colour bar sull extends like a 
American democracy. And yet, 


strangely enough, the quesuon can be 


mstitutions, it is stl 


lain across 
turned 
round the struggle to overcome American race 
segregation may contam the most 


tant aspects of the American experiment 


one ot impor- 
Alter 
all, everything the visitor trom Europe encounters 
in America ts so subtly different from Europe in 
scale and feeling that the inwardness of the difier 
ences may often escape him. In my own tmpres- 
munor that I 
seemed to catch a glimpse of this inward America 
One such moment 
Chicago High School 
racially mixed 
taking history, and a group of 
children gazing 
which proclaimee in large letters: “ Four 
We Old England.” The four were 
Common Law, Magna Charta, Bill of Rights, 
Habeas Corpus. Quite a respectable heritage 
Of the children in the class several w 


Siomist pyourney, it Was at momcnts 


was in a classroom m a 
This was a “tough” 
the 
filteen-year-old 


chool in a area; class was 


was earnestly at a wall poster 
Things 


Owe to 


‘re Coloured, 


others obviously children of recent Ltahan ot 
Polish immigrants Watching 
American faces as they gazed acro 


ind on. the 


thei young 
the 
poster, I 
scope and diff 
Whatever 
boldei 
than that of the European nation statics: what 
lost in tu effort 
nation 


gulf ol 

words 

grasp the 
experimen 

this experiment was tar 


time pace at the 


seemed suddenly to 


culties of the American 


the past heritage, 


ever Cultural traditions were 


construct a single enormous acro 


entire continent, this attempt to trans 


frontiers, the 
worth making 


perpetual war 
Mor Over 


American society may 


jealousies, the 


Europe was surely 
racial integration succeeds 
well transcend Europe even more 

Phis too, I 
uddenly at another moment of minor experienc 
the San Fran 


possibility, seemed to) ghmps« 


unimportant in itself. This was on 
A large new car 
three Chinese 
store, other 


cisco Waterfront drew up in 
rte} ped 


stood 


and 
One went 


front of me, young 
the 


hey were tall, slender 


out into a two 


on the pavement youths, 
Ameri in their careless, confident movements 
As I drew nearer I experienced a 


because thev were talking the sani Cali 


briet Start of 
urprisc 
torman English idiom that I had been hearing all 
round me, and the next moment T wondered why 
hike 


were by 


I should have expected anything else. For, 


thousands of others, these youngsters 


race Chinese, but by education obviously already 
discriminated agains, the 


American It also 


were nevertheless completely at home in th. wid 
and tilms off 
of frozen foods and vast colleges that 
century 


of technics, cars the assemoly line, 


nake up the 
American much more at home there 
Straits Chinese could ever 
English Watching them, I 
thought of those English circles—and 
sull many of them—where the belief is still clung 


to that a middle-class Englishman from a London 


than, for 
be within 


instance, any 
culture 


there are 
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Brains our common wealth 
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HE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH i 


ula vast area of and South Africa 
the world’s surface. Our common wealth is alsothe abund- 
and inventive within that 

BRUSH ABOE are largely concerned with the export of tl 


the student receive 
ince of technical 


LHL BRUSH ARO! 
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Wilereypy 


tucients 
the earth may 


But to think ol More 
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become more fruit ire on their wa 
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suburb, 1 


whether dressed in 


khaki 


South-East 


tight serge suit at 
Fast the 


For a m 


natural 
ment I 
Californian Chinese 
beth 


ambivalent 


home or shorts out 


A ld 


younry 


was 
ruler ol 
seemed to see these 
sardonic ally 


More 


regard such an Englishman 
Chine 
feelings, I 


Americans are 


and as American 
upposc 

to complain that they are 
different from ipplied 
discrimination in their own 


held uy 


the 


ipt 
judged by standard 

Whik 
immigration 
them 
stringent 


tho 
10 other race 


luw constantly wainst 


no one seems to worry much more 
law pov enury to White 
But this 1 to | vorld 


leadership, for material wealth, for the proclama 


ove! 
erning 
Australia a price > paid te 
tion of a society dedicated to a proposition and all 
the rest of it. At the 
critics yet 
extent 


ame 
ufh 
to which America has 
been forced to assume the 
Man’s Burden. At home, 


of accepting a large number of citizens of Asiatic 


ume, I think European 
rently the 
umed of 


White 


roblem 


have not appre ated 
already a 
mantle of the 
in tackling the | 
or African origin as completely equal citizens, a 
Abroad, 
in working out a new relationship with Asia and 
‘Africa for 
no guide 


new 


task no European nation ever attempted 
which European imperialism can be 
So far, the American response to the 
responsibilities may have been erratic of 
short 

But 
Ameri 
cans are to the whole problem of the White Man’s 


Burden, and how 


imperious, at 
sighted 
it is worth bearing in mind how new the 


time generous, at other 


perhaps more often short-sighted 


large this burden has become, 
I. R. Fyvet 


Stein berg 


Wao or what is Steinberg? Until last week 

not being up with the magazines, or my dentist’ 
I couldn’t have said 
meant Or, rather, thanks to the 
inend time to cornering me, 
would ask, “ How do you like Steinberg?” I had 
slipped into a way of thinking “ Not much,” or 
“Not at all.” fou some- 
thing between a background of film music and a 


CONSLANE Visitor Steinberg 


nothing to me 


who, trom ume 


Steinberg became me 


peculiarly flavourless lager. Entering a cinema 


and relapsing into my seat, only to be shot out of 


ut a moment later by a release of catastrophic 
sound, or at the end of a Bank Holiday asking tor 
beer at a station counter and being handed a tall 
glass of some pale, flat, yellowish concoction, I 
would mutter to myself, “ Steinberg.” And then, 
last Institute of 
Contemporary Arts to So, lke 
Churchill, he'd taken However, 
Dover Street being a good address, 1 went 
He is the first floor 

seems to have banished all 
they the 
there is plenty of white 


alert 


Phursday, I was invited to the 
see Steinberg 
to daubing! 
on Phe big, lhght room 
shadow, and in the 
drawings for ink draw 
inys 
are 


are most part 
We 
Little screens and partitions bring us 
Sut 


prised, I won't say by the enemy, but by circum 


smile, we 
face to tace, surround us, with Steinberg 
him and he—or, 


back at 
eNpre 


stance, IT stare at 
bis of him 
they, 


rather, strange 


stare me. Strange indeed 


are these ssions of 


the 


wonder, dread, 


fun, raillery, appetite humanly 
and the architecturally 
not unlike childish incomprehension 
up 
bosomed 


like 


fascinates 


for rorgeous 


scrolled, and something 


Iwo sla 
hugely 


Gorgon-eved, tolated, 


and be 


tarts, 
feathered, outgaze 
they 
Who can have seen them, and where 

‘The “New York.” New 
York! Good heavens, this is Babvlon, Karnak, 
Versailles 


a second, 


one Ae 


antique prows, them terror, majesty, 


catalogue says only 


Phe two implacable deities appear, at 


more measured glance, to be strap 


hanging. We are in the subway 


which no tickets 


then; 
sold at 


the ugh it 
s one for book 
office 


Then 


drama, 


are 


there are, in a sort o! mek 
cowboys shooting it out; corporeal rail 
way engines perched upon high, frail viaduct 
women-in-furs that are all snowflakes or 
shapes; the prettiest imaginable dreams of Nic 

the Riviera, Italy; Turkish delight—Ottoman and 
Meccano; diplomas that look real but, when we 
discover they aren’t, hold no secret; parades of 
the swanky and _ the black-staved 
musicians ideographs of birds, 
botanical furniture, 
bent the mystic 


delicious railway 


pillow 


fabulous; 
pap I, 
cats, dogs on graph-paper; 
flying old 
omens Of pair et impair, 
lines; and such meticulous but scrawly examina- 
uons as an infant prodigy might have made, of 
theatre fronts and Métro platforms and adver 
As many 
ha-ha, funny no-no; the tashionable grin on ice 
Now is the moment, when we have had our eyc 
ful and lifted to this and missed that, to contract 
What the Is.) got 


on score 


horses, hap over 


coolly 


tuusements styles as subjects: funny 


impressions has catalogue 


to say? 


Roumanian by birth, Itahan by education, Saul 
Stemberg is nevertheless a characterisuc American 
humourous artist wit and sophistication 
belong specifically to New York Born in 1914 
near Bucarest, he studied sociology and psychology 
at the university of that city belore removing to 
Milan where he lived from 1932 to 1941 and used 
seven to obtain h degree in architecture 
He joined the staff of the New Yorker and in 1942 
arrived in the U.S.A, where he quickly obiained 
great success During the war he served in the 
U.S. Navy in China, India, North Africa and Italy 
Since the war he has visited Europe regularly to 
study, 


whose 


years 


I shouldn’t have thought these the activities 
ol a “characteristic American . 
Nor is he that 
American 
many 


humorous artist 
He has picked up characteristic 
modes, especially Thurber’s, as so 
the 
pains eternal of a Cocteau opium dream. For all 
that he His simplicity startle 

One leaves the variegated brightness of the Con 
temporary Arts for the brightness of May outside, 
with some little mind; 


not his own images 


other things, trom Lear's cat Foss to 


remains original 


quiet image mn perhaps 


even one of In my case, it 
Such the 
And birds happen to 
No. 13) 
ands the 
and women, 


was of birds’ prints in the snow deli 
cacy of his best drawing 
witness the idyllic 
the British 
plumed pouter dames 
that I 
detencelessly 
More of 


be his fantasy; page 
Museum, 
All his men 
come to think of it, are 
birdhke 


Steinberg 


purchased — by 


now greedily o1 


a great deal more—will be 
found in The Art of Livmg (Hamish Hamilton, 
21s.). Jokes more to the fore. A nickel flies 
up out of the manhole, placarded “ Men at Work,” 
to be caught by the organ-grinder’s outstretched 
hat he big-hatted lady at the bar looks down 
with prim satisfaction on her two-cherry cocktail 


are 


I'wo gentlemen meet, and one raises his hat, the 
other his head. The first Christmas present from 
the tree makes young eves light up: a watch and, 


in a same box, a hammer An artist, taced with 


his easel and canvas, paints an easel and canvas 
No the 
cled 
the 


Smoking is device with which a specta- 
ice-cake. | 
commissionaire 


New Yorke 


flash upon us 


her ndet 


the 


matron is decoraung 


skeleton awning stands 


im vest and braces These are 


winks: the drawing and the jest 

More elaborate 
ch may have started along familiar 
will wild flight Phe 


indicative out m= picture 


at once are those trains of tan 


tasy wl rail 


but end in painted hand 
pic 


and grow into the 


finds us after 


chairs come out of trees 


horses loop the loop in tantasy very) preit 


though in the end we are left with a mass 


dog-sheep-horse that boggles the imagination 


nian 


would plum-duff after 
simplifications never, 
white paper is a great 


tons and ornamentat 


of opinion; my 


own fe 
they myggle toward 
horrific 

strain ha 


buo 


tT 
A ma in lig 
umbrella man in th 


sideward 


what that 


good deal of—quite striking—superf 


speechles laving no use kk 


main 


possibly not understanding 


don’t sing, hi 
Keep 


would have to live 


ANaric [OWNS are 


ind women their mouths tight 


With any pu ture 


time to discover what invt 


Steinberg.” 
W. STONIE! 


The Neighbour 


a 
l NLIKE the eastern refugees who live crowded 
together in the 


10 say: perhaps just 


outbuildings of the 
unwelcome lodgers in the houses 
Mathesius ull rec 
enviable privacy at the heart of the Grat’s 
avenue of oaks This 1s because, herselt 
from the the Ruhr 
changing politics of Silesia, 
arrive She 


ina land where v« 


Frau lives in what, 


mmcestral 


a reluges 


bombs of as opposed to 


she w the 
there ilo 


has remained 


because, cal might is 


right, her tongue was too sharp tor the 


ing officer 
That her dwelling—admittedly only a wooden 
hut, albeit furnished with Persian carpets—cam 
© be in such a surprising position was due to « 
the Speer Min 
ine Phird 


ine 


brained mining engineer ot 
istry, who had the 
Reich's shortage of 
ancient fields ot 
the 
his little prospecting camp, and making a1 
mess of the hill, the 
Grat’s ancestors 
uions of the 

as a charlatan 
War lo 


crack 
idea of solving 
iron by resurrecuing 
Westphalia. Atter 


to make 


ore culting 


tor 
1 awtul 


down four of ancient oak? way 


from sumnmut of which 
carned out their armed depreda 
the ed 


the 


valley, di mis 


But 


Frau 


engimect Wa 

the Grat 
Mathesius 
a housing shortage 
him trom taking action 


returned trom 
tind ensconced his 


avenue, and that prevented 


Untortunately for Frau Mathesius, however, the 
Nazi 


wooden 


engineer had constructed not one, but 
and, though no one on the « 
the the 


195] 


Iwo 
huts; 
that 
from long neglect, could 
habitable, 


otherwise 


state 
rotted 
sull be made 


thought umbers ot second, 
by 
there family which 
After 


and patching, which Frau Mathesius tried despe: 
id to 


came a thought 


weeks of patient hammering 


ately to ign the dav arrived when she | 


that she 


ore, 


recogmise had neighbours 


They were not the neighbours she would | 


chosen; for although the physical distance 
ating the two dwellings was precisely six L¢ 
social distance 


separating the occupants was 


between the widow of an Essen manutact 


a craftsman’s family from a_ villag« st 
As Frau Herdes of the mill put it to her 


they 


Prussia 


tellow tenants when came out ot church 


*Frau Mathesius 1s a town-dweller and a Protes 
know ! 

The 

she nodded her head significantly in that 


we all that—but she has 


1945 


tant here 


Kast 


direc- 


heen 


ince Boldaniovs are the 


} 


from 
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On Living Longer 


r iS ONLY WHEN WE ARE YOUNG that birthdavs are their holders during lifetime in many cases to provide, in retirement, 
) he » hat become ne mies d neing ve q 

absolutely indispensable. All too soon comes the time the modest comforts tha come necessttiies with advancing year 

when we find it more blessed to give than to receive 

7. growing popularity of home service endowment assurance ts a 


reminders of such anniversaries. Few of us are ambitious sign of the times. A century of steadily improving social conditions 


enough to look forward to the time when thev once has established new standards of life for the majority of folk living in 


hese islands: and the ave nily expects a correspondingly wider 
more become important—to the birthday which may win these Slands; and th any oa ee 

range of benefits from ind wal lite assurat than was the case whea 
us overnight the distinction that only centenarians can Sich policies were taken out mainly to meet the immediate expenses 


claim. Nevertheless, the chances of this happening have at the time of death 





been increasing wrth each = is still one of the financial 
generation: mortality statis- aetie problems that confronta bereaved 

tell ven ' ted Charts of the proportions in each age-group family. More important: however 
ics tell us that people today : re ' 
Pe ee Sa. Gee Seen of the total population of Great Britain 1851-1977 * Fa a ee 
are, on the average, living ap- ul tof ' 
ne heed OF ready aid | 


va » 
AGE 15-64 \ AGE 15-64 \ through the dithcul 


grandparents. 59°8% n OVER 64 / 65-9% OVER 64 ing itself to new cir 
i 47 $5 aid can be provided. by ar 


\ } 
j \ 


HIS, ON THE FACE OF If, is a AGE O14 / \ j MEO / ussurance, no k ran by 
| 355% / {08% / policy t er 


PY 


1851 1911 


prectably longer than their 


Wholly satisfactory state of 
affairs. For the average person, tt 


sugvests a longer period ol retire 


ment; more leisure for the garden, 


more time to give to friends and / wt 15-64 
i 68° OVER 64 
books and the county cricket team 9 “5 6 16%, 


This is the kind of thing that people \ AGE 0-14 \ \ AGE 0-14 / 
/ 19°4%, / 


J 


look forward to as retirement . , 215° 
approaches \ N 
1947 1977 


Ut there ts another side to thi * The figures are taken from the Report of the Royal Com 

n con on Population (1949 those for 1977 are pro c 
picture. Leisure, tf it ts to be used jected figures on certain not unreasonable assumptions reat ellort of 
agreeably, costs money — even a little L tose 1 t rularty with 











may make all the difference between iL co i rompting. This is the 


thappy retirement and an old age made careworn by dependence very difficulty that industrial {it ura is designed to overcome 
upon others tor the lithe comforts of life It is a very practical help to ha omeo 1 to collect premiun 


The insurance agent's regular ir ndet does ni oOtake 


ILLIONS of people would be facing the prospects of such an old the effort out of saving and ake il parlo mMestie FOULING, 
M... it they had not made some extra pro ron through voluntary 

saving. Only a minority of workers have jobs which carry pensions tis this home service —per! th ost valuable of all aids to thrift 
and increased longevity ts in itself one of tl actors Which make it | that ensures the stabilit } rv , | savings accumulated 
unlikely that National Insurance retirement pensionscould go beyond through Industrial Life Assu ¢. Funds administered on behalt of 
subsistence level in the foreseeable future. TI ituation accounts, in policyholders are mecreasing at the rate of nearly £50 million a year 
some degree, for the steadily increasing appeal of one particular The importance to our eco life of this net addition to the 
feature of the service which industrial life surance brings to the nation’s savings can scarce! ) estimated ) mport 
homes of so large a section of the community ist year the sums the part played by this thrift vement in th \ t the men and 

' 


assured under new industrial life assurance policies amounted to women to whom it is an assurance that a longer life need not be 


£248 millions. The majority of these policies are designed to benefit without its comforts, 


Issued by the Industrial Life Offices 
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“and they are thieves”! She did not add 
what her hearers, of course, knew, that in April, 
1945, Mathesius had the mull 
destruction by American arullery by personally 
Herde best 
defending mayor and his colleague 
had 
the indignity of having their jewellery 
their persons by the 
the greater indignity 
Strike 
did sh 


tion 


Frau saved from 


homstng one of Frau heets whale 


the 
honourably 


cowered 


in the cellar; shared with her 


umrmanly 


removed from American 
soldiery, and 


afterwards of 


immediately 
having Lucky thrust 
Nor 


in the lean years following th 


into 
mention that 
had 
Frau Mathesius who stopped her curtseying when, 
the the danly 
nourshment at the mull, she spied th 
self Alter that th 
liberated, too 

In the cold war that followed bet 
Mathesius and the Boldaniovs, the 
lore the 


thew gaping mouths 
war it been 


on outskirts ol throng seeking 


Gratin her- 
othei tenant had tela 
Frau 
there 


ween 
forme! 
with idvantage of being well 
Lhe 
came more naturally to 
Boldaniov and his two 
ful 
yrunt 
the 


mous volume in a 


tarted 


established coldne i must b idmutted, 


Hers 


hop 


th women, for 
{thew 
long alte he an 
d the 
loudspx ol 
sort of garden loggia 
Frau Mathesiu 


made the continuation of tea partic 


OTIS & tiiue 


“yood morning very 


hould have silence and long alter 


erection of a home-madk ener 


uly 
loggia had 


5 to old iniends 


dire. 
overlooking imilas 
from Essen impossible Phe visit of th 
ed the 


two stalwart female 


Bipores 
might have say 
Alter 
had on the 


but at didn’t 
tribe 


uation, 
members of tt 
h kit 


the 


same day taken ea hen b 


and finally been ejyected—in 
Prussian kicks 
ences to Hitler’s inefficiency in 
Herr Boldanioy 


bour in her garden 


Ore 
other t 


the 


on the shins, in the 
matter of pas 
chambers 


ipproached his neigh 


a dog,” he declared orate rically 
hall defend us all Dhese Zige 
steal"! And he dilated 
uf the word stank 


‘T am petting 


who iner, they 


come to his nostrils as 


Hert 
replied icily, “that I 


Boldamoy 
lock 


“Perhaps you have noticed, 


Frau Mathesius 


my 


lways 

house when T go out 
Phat 

Boldanioy 


long 


Herr 


ilter 


ended the conversation, but 


did get his dog This ammal, 
daly 

the 
nthe 


of Frau Mathesius 


int 


confinement im mall kennel, and 


torment by the two ons, duly reached 


accepted level of savagery of all other dog: 
hamlet 


and—except in the ey 


whom it kept awake by its ince barking 
redounded considerably to the Boldaniov prestize 
hat had 


in other ways. It was 
that 


been rained 
lor 


relugee of 


prestige litthe by little 


observed, example, 


whereas anv other tamily, 
for the nght of 5 
mg dead wood and twigs from the Grat’s 


the 


regu 
lar, had to pay five mark ither 
forest, 
Baldaniov sons, without paying anything, 
with w 
Grat’ 


good reason become 


returned day alter day ads of 
had 
unusually — blind 
Herr Boldank 


Belgians 


eon kk 


newly cut sapling the fore for 


ter 
SONIC 
Further, it was 
self, 

away, 
military 


noticed that 
for the 


returned home in 


who worked “om 


occastonally 


lorry, the sig mnce of which 


rif 


apparent only when someone pointed out that th 


Boldaniov motor-bike never illed at the ke 


a gallon, and whe 


Mathesius ex 
able to 


pump, where petrol costs 5 


the hamlet—Frau epted —sudden 


found itself obtain real coffee at halt the 


usual price of 30s. a Tb. Last but ne 
Boldaniov had 


cutong down through a 


t least, Herr 


constructed a footpath which 


yD hy 
copse, h 
needed to 
Mathesiu 


for 


mun re 
notice it 
her it wou ve spared the 
of all 
Phe 


Frau Mathe 


reached a nadir, which she sought t 
complaining to 


remedy by 
the police in th 
After five 


actually 


town 
about the dog 


uch 


arrived 


local policeman 
bicycle Next day Frau Mathe 
letter, Who did she think she wa 
send a Wachtmeisicr to the 
high police officer of 
really had a complaint, then at 


send a policeman of suitable rank! 


mere daughter 
Kongsberg ¢ I! 
least let her 
The letter 
concluded by forbidding any further attempts at 


formes 
she 


social intercourse, and was stamped. Clearly th 


hot war was on 

Mathesius was not feeling well, 
ofc wo 
“Letter received stop ne nt 
bed to. br As 


he remembered 


Frau 
hmped the 1} 


but he 
miles to the post send 
telegram 

Phen she 


brooded 


reured to 
had 
he first took up residence, that there 


‘he A 
sta 
The Arts 
NOTHING BUT TALK 
| ne Dramatic Quartet (we must not, repeat not 
Wl Dragon’s Mouth, now at the Winter Garden 
a play) composed by J. B. Priestley 
Jacquetta Hawkes, admirably 1 by 
Gray, Michael Denison, Norman Wooland 
Rosamund John and conducted by Mr. Pric 


himself interesting que 
Lians 


haw pratetul she 


been, when 


and 


and 
cxecule Dulci 
ywnd 
suley 
any number of 
first let us re 
well-known about 
mly talk: and those enjoy 
adulterated will qualify for enjoying it 
executants are grouped almost 
and second violin, viola and cello heir author 
have placed them under the ¥ death, a 
wtuation which, by an acceptable convention, 
draws trom them on lite 
ments of taith 
honzon; then 
nearer and induce elt 
the self-revelation is not personal 
mstruments are 
not people 
Nothing but talk, then, and why not? he 
ranges widely over the problems of the personal 
lite, and many people tind good talk one of the 
highest pleasure 
about the 
Phi 


ibout 


raises 
But 
by now be 


mphasise what 


this 
who 


may 
piece Ii 

talk 
Dine 


only un 
four 


as mmmobil first 


comments 


and 


when threat is only 
the 
revelauion. Even th 


For 


personality typ 


thie 


crew bring 


the tour 
generalisations 


talk 
Pheir only question will be 


talk on 
the 


quality of the occasion 


brings us up ag ywime difhculty 
talk in Good talk is con 


monly to be found only in small { 


that, ul 
conducted by 


ircles 


obvious reason no onc 10 be lett 


must be peo} of a more 
experience 
what the 


below it 07 


equal level of 
i matters les 
falls far 
among the unsophisticated a man n 
brilliant talker in ibout 
sexes if he 
Maxim 


More 


For enjoyment 
level 
rides 

a discussion love 
only reproduced 
of I 
experienced he wi 
with 
necessarily at 
Phe un 


sumulating 


of the 1 Rochet 
the 
be a succe material 

different 
ophisucated 
EXC 
the experienced as 
better put 


condition tor 


the samy 
iudienc« very 
experience mony 


fin ind rung 
only 
the 
talk 


ilre, Can al {t round 


than i 


yvood 
i of two conditions 


0 that 
DOination 
familar or 


last 


The Nei State 1a} d vain \ 24 


running 
lots of thi 


was wate! 


had 


eC rose n 
the Boldanioy 
loud, and thx 


larly 
little 
t 


bout 


dog a 


both were silence 


dry weathe 
Your mull us 


Viulhes! 


TP Vic 


} 
Vip rbic d, 


human 
beauty 
the moment 


that. Stuart, a triend, 


i nye iS It passe 
represent 
Harrict 


business concern 


typi 


mind ld and unteeling 
Manager of Matthew 
eems, broadly speaking, to 
sn l ot be sure that I have repr 
the last quite accurately he fi 
Matthew and Nina, spoken with great 
tion and variety | Mr. Norm 

Miss Duleire Grav, are clearly 

ate given : om 


woman 


cl i 1 
and Harriet s¢ 


10S? 
i d 
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Harrods Library, which covers every 
wailable book in print, now offers to 
you the new ‘ Knightsbridge Service’ 

. bringing within the ‘ guarantee’ 
novels up to 15 - and non-fiction up 
to 30 -. 


Each librarian attends to a limited 
number of subscribers only, ensuring 


1 personal service to cach, 


5 be *. } "1 ® . 
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tA ‘ oaths atthe, ; a White Horse 
anywhere. Ba 
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entertainment.’ 
dispen 

Mouth 1 


Vision it i 


But isn’t it 
with visual effect 
hardly visual enough 
a radio script recited. Mr 
goes on to claim tor it that “at 4 
for ideas than the 
But the example of 
whatever Mr. Pric 
ot the consideration of thi que 
the opposite he f 
play ind 

erated discussion, the le ucce 
And, after all, ideas were the ve 
mind, the thing that hi 
With Mr. Priestley it 2 
would 
quicken In 


here le 


rather far t 


her? 


Long 
altoge Dragon 
even for 


Pric 


tele 

tley 
a better v 
conventional stage play 


Shaw (and it would be alt 


" ‘ 
tiey may sav, to Icave 


urd, 
SNaw out 
tion hows just 
rom the 
unadult- 
became 
Shaw's 
yong 
tne reverse; it 
which 
things that he 
WORSLEY 


Shaw got 
nearer he moved 


irther 
towards 
sful he 

tuff of 
invention 
scem to be plot and character 
imagination—the very 
out j 


ROSSINI IN FLORENCE-—-II 
DMIRERS of Ro 
Le Comte Ory, if 
nt has attracted 
uch as Berlioz 


hear 
ulogies 


longed t 
only because of the « 
unlikely sources, 
Liszt and Hans von Bulow—not 
to mention those of professed Re like Mr 
Francis Toye. All these culogies were abundantly 
justified in the Florentine Vittorio 
Csui, himself a tervent devotec 
Indeed, so ravishing Rossini’s 
that its neglect on purely musical ground 
mexphicabl Po understand it, We must examine 
the hbretto 

The fable Bocca a1 OT Rabelais 
derives from an old ballad of Picardy which, some 
vears before, furnished Scribe with the material 
act vaudeville In amplifying this piece 
Scribe 


int have always 
from the most 
simian 
under 


wtelongy Or 
ind fresh 


revival 
and 
Score 
cems, 


uggests and 


for a on 


for the musical stage, and his collaborator 
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were prodigal with opportunities for extended 
musical numbers and ensembles; but from the 
intrigues of the two acts they failed to extract 
any merriment or dramatic impulse 
a youthful Don Giovanni wh«e 
by every disreputable means to seduce a noble 
lady during the absence of her kinsmen at a con 
vement Crusade Act I he tablished 
himseli in the grounds of her castle as a 
and Poy ular soothsayer, only to be 
hus tutor In Act II he 
astle at night by an 
with a 


cumulative 


Count Ory is tries 


has C 
hermit 
unmasked by 
gains admission to the 
outrageous trick 

dozen of his boon companion 
nuns in danger of molestati by 
“that terrible Count Ory.” Received hospitably 
the supposed nuns raid the cellars and sing riotous 
drinking songs which, at the approach of one of 
the ladies, they rapidly convert into a pou 
This is a_ first-cla comic situation 
second unmasking of the Count, ume by his 
page Isolier (a young Cherubino, himself deep! 
in love with the same lady), though it proceeds by 
way of an episode of the most 


together 


a distressed 


hymn 
but the 
this 


entrancing musical 
beauty, is dramaticaily awkward and abrupt 
Lvidently, the subject really belongs to operetta; 
it as Offenbach avant la lettre But Rossini 
opera, his last but for Wilham Tell, was written, 
not for a small theatre, but for the Parts Opera in 
1828; it 1s true without dialogue 
or even “ dry’ rhe 
of those parts transferred from. the 
her Viaggio however, permeated 
by French elements, alike in harmony, 
system and orchestration; it 1s 
ought t 


opera, Spoken 
recitalives 


which 


core (even some 
were 
a Reims) is, 
metrical 
a French opera, and 
be one of the classics of the French stage 
If it lacks the sheer animal impetus of the Barber 
or L’Italiana in Algeri, it makes ample amend 
by a fineness of touch and a 
which are altogether new and suggest an incon 
parably more gifted Grétry or Boieldieu. The 
main diflerence between this Rossini and the 
Rossini we all know is the tar greater degree of 
ctedness. Even in a brilliant patter song 
the discovery of the wine cellars, the 
theme 1s pursued through a maze of modu 
ifield as G flat major. In the repr 
of the cabaletta of the iia mm the first act, 
the melody is the woodwind, with 
deliciou distance (such detail 
by the way, are largely ignored in the drastically 
reduced piano Beneath the rapid and 
graceful lines of a soprano-tenor duet, horns and 
bassoons touch in a series of chromatic modula 
as would delight us in Schubert. And 
wonder that Berlioz 
sidered the A major trio at 
be the composer's 
adagio 12/8; 


delicacy of detail 


unexpe 
describing 
string 
lations as far 
tutor 
imitated by 
effect, at a bar 


score 


tions such 


it is no hould have 
the end ot 
The 
strings mur 
long in of 
beautiful melodies, and find 
writing for the three voices of a arm 
subtlety hardly known outside Mozart 

eeling is that of the F 
tutte r of “Ah tacl, ingiusto 
Giovani, with which two masterpiece 

“A la faveur de cette nuit obscure” 
unworthy to be compared. Yet its harmony 
disunctly of the romantic 
teenth centurv: we are not far trom 
Mai songs of Berlioz himselt 

Among the company, Giulietta Simionat 
the page Isolier. Ni 
pure, small tenore di grazia; he 
but with little fire The sopranc 
already, I think, known to London 
ightful presence and a sweet, agile, fragile 
coloratura with which she made charming play 
on the first mght (on the second her voice failed 
her As a lady-in-waiung, Amaha Pint 
displayed a rich contralto and a sull richer sense 
of humour Phe orchestra kept the melodies 
“flowing like champagne” (Liszt’s phrase), and 
Gut’s tempi and musicality ensured that none of 
the tine detail was obscured Phe production 
rather arty, with the banked at the 
sides and dancers cavorting and making beleve; 
the sets were modern travel posters, and all the 
whether male, female or travesti 
were made of a very shiny fabri, 


masterpiece 
muted 
chromaucs, tl 
ve luptuc uSIYy 


ensemble 


mur in 
descending ! 


ere IS a 


ind 


SCOTINgE ale 


outstanding as 
the Ory, has a 
sang musically 
San Barabas 


} 
has a del 


fussy 
Was chorus 


costumes 


so that the sham 


The Ne and Nation 


nuns looked like mackintoshed policeme 

duty in the rain. But it made little « 

Nothing could spoil the intense musical pleasure 

provided by 

of Rossini’s 
As 


widely 


May 


Siatesman 


this late and surprising manilestatu 
genius. 

always at Florence, the ev 
paced, © that to 
one 


hear 

would need to stay for over a 
My third and last was Tancredi, the compose 
first , Written at the age of 2 : 
Ory, 1% was performed in the 
and gold Teatro della Pergol: 
For Tan a thoroughly old-fas 
with a mezzo-soprano hero and ot 
routine plots of knightly misunderstand: 
injured virginal innocence. But the 
the treshness and brilhance of youth I 
day an eminent English music 
“ulter 
to wu fundamentally 
integrity” of—Mcyerbeer! 
Rossini 
sens Ol 
with a 


opera mont 
world success 
harming old 

ind appropn 
vedi 1s oned 


seria 
score 


ian referred 

hamelessnes of Tancredt (in 

German 

After 

opera in hard to m 
comy 

ical 

there are many 
Moa pec 

as the 


Oba 


pax tral as well 
uharly ardent lyri 
pathetic introduchon to the 

ind strings and the 
herome with cor anglai 
rehies much on 
inging at present 


of a considerabl 


veet and 


eeding 
obbhgato 
Randall tow 
florid 
promisc ; 
Simionato’ were thoroughly musical 
The latter (in her ond H 
delighted the audience by he 
the “unknown knight,” 
a cloudy patch in the middle « 
low notes have an attractive 
and she cde 
which 
s| he costt 
Once age 
Musicale 


ible for a great 


rehearsed 
ot the week) 
demeanour as 
there 1 
but her 
indy laims 

tty tl 


idual tang, 
ind ViL£ou! seem TT 
convention 

upi\ 2 

Blo (under 
respon ! 
Rossini’s piquant orchestranion repay 


ing as thi Drsmonp SHAWE 


, 


MOVIES 

at the Rialto 

“Man of Bronze,’’ at Warner’s 

“La Marie du Port,’’ at Studio One 

“Zero de Conduite”’ and “ Song of Ceylon,” 
at the Everyman 


Lad) 


“Lady Paname,’ 


Paname and Man of Bronze ar¢ 
Nnot-Sso-r past 
quarter oO} the Boulevard 
Pwentie the other, the ( 
‘ Oklahoma nearei 
Ihe first, with its s 
viduahty, would deligt 


ot a mote 


second begins as 
rights and 
tedium of 
doubt 
popularity as well as qu: 
absurdly mgid are the 

that the convivial piece 
i few thou 

will spre 
the 
really prefer 
known label 1 


an earnest 
then lose 
Americar 


which <« 


ihised 


‘ no 


spec 


reserved tor 
vood yawn ad to and tro 


can't ‘ 


, Wi uld I ng lis 


bored 


] sense ‘ 

to be 

there and the continuity ot 

preserved We perhay 

would. The Sunday afternoor 

entertainment thar 

congregationalism 

On to the music-hall stage of Henri Jeansor 
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Books in General 


“On, Bertic, I hear you are writing another 
book,” Lady Russell protested, when fifty-five 
years ago her grandson, to her disgust, again put 
by the poisoned chalice of the political career 
which she proffered him ‘he protest went by 
unheeded; Lord Russell has by now written 56 
books and some 350-400 articles; and to cele 
brate cightieth birthday has published 
another volume, The Impact of Science on 
Society.* Such vigorous longevity, such indus- 
try, and such a title mmpel one to ask what has 
been the impact of Bertrand Russell on society 
The first 
is our greatest living philosopher, the recipient 
of the Order of Merit and the creator of modern 
logical analysis. Professor 


his 


There are, of course, two Russells 


Dorward, who has 
written an excelleat pamphlet for the layman on 
Russell’s philosophy, calls him the most original 
philosopher in this country since Hume.{ His 
work on mathematical logic and the great paper 
1905 nature of 
philosophic inquiry. Philosophy could no longer 
claim to be the queen of the sciences recon 
ciling all apparent contradictions 
could no longer claim to modify 


on Descriptions changed the 


knowledge 
the thing un 
known, logic could no longer claim to deduce 
the relation of a thing to other things by 
character. Russell un 


ravelled a lot of puzzling problems in the logi 


virtue of its intrinsic 


of mathematics and science, and also showed that 
many genuine questions could aot be related to 
within the natur His 
main achievement was to disentangle sense from 
nonsense by dividing philosophy into a number 
of smali problems which, when solved, still gave 
no answer to the Riddle of the Universe. At the 
end of his great period m 1921, philosophy 
resembled a block of flats outside which sat an 
ill-assorted crew of « ted tenants: clergymen, 


sages and humanists, 


propo itions il CIENECES 


each of 
whom had been trying to occupy all the rooms 
Acting as bailiff 


be in illegal possession 


mystics, idealist: 
ia the building simultaneous! 
Russell declared them to 
ind ordered them to move to another address 
filled 
by his nominees who are cleaning up the debri 
left by the squatters, and only o« 


Under his jurisdiction the flats today are 


asionally rais 
ing their voices in anguish when the tenant 
upstairs hammers too hard. Since then the 
neighbourhood has not had perhaps quite the 
same social cachet, but in 
infinitely more respectable 
Phe public at first applauded Russell’s work 
for they were then in a mood to enjoy seeing 
great and 


my 


opimion it 1 


great ideas deflated; more 
recently it has felt in some way cheated and 
longs for an occasional glimpse of a cassock ot 
i prophetic beard. As a result, some of the old 
tenants have hopefully set up their pulpits on 
the pavement. Nevertheless, Professors Austin, 
Ayer, Ryle and Wisdom are firmly in possession, 
and that passport to success in English life, a 
First in Greats, can now be obtained by showing 
expert ability in handling the tools which Russell 
invented. Even if the current has begun to run 
out of the channels cut by him, it still irrigates 


men 


. 


The Impact of Science on Society 

Russe. Allen & Unwin. 7s. od 

{ Bertrand Russell, By ALAN Dorwarp. 
6d 


mans, Is, 


By BrrTranp 


Long 


the which he discovered Russell's 
methods absolved you from listening to non 
sense (in the inoffensive meaning of the word 
and forcing yourself to believe it to be Truth. 
This is the Russell I revere 

Then there is the second Russell. He is the 
Nobel prizewinner and writer on social 
problems: so heterodox that he has been de- 
prived of academic office on occasions here and 
in America. He wears an eighteenth-century 
full-bottomed wig, Victorian mutton-chop 
whiskers, and has taken off all his clothes. This 
he explains by saying that he has no wish to 
masquerade as a philosopher; that when he writes 
about fiscal reform, war, marriage, China, the 


country 


suffrage, industry, science, education or Com 
munism, he is the right of every 


ciuzen to speak his mind on subjects of common 


exercising 


interest, but he does not claim that his opinion 
are true in the sense that certain propositions in 
philosophy can be shown to be Thi 
sounds reasonable; but it would be even more 
reasonable, we suggest, edging him towards 
several excellent tailors in the 
buy 


true 


ocial sciences, to 
a suit appropriate to his new profession? 
But Russell strides past talking hard. We listen 
to the agreeable flow, the clear, witty, mordant 
sentences; but soon we realise that he is 
talking—in the inoffensive meaning of the word 

nonsense 

Russell is an cighteenth-century Whig whose 
natural optimism and paternalism are leavened 
by Victorian pessimism and Victorian advanced 
views. He writes as if man can still best be 
considered as behaving rationally: as 


very 


having 
fixed goals and choosing the means to 
those goals. 


attain 
These ends and means could be 
sensible and good, were not men perverted by 
their rulers who today are able, by improved 
scientific techniques, consciously and rationally 
to direct their subjects to behave evilly and 
irrationally. What stands in the way of stopping 
war, controlling the birth-rate improving 
living standards? ‘Only il passions of 
human minds.” Russell has jokingly called him- 
self an anachronism, but this is meiosis 
antedeluvian 
flood 
was young 


and 


the ev 


he is an 
Such views were held before the 
the flood which occurred when Russel! 
and when Weber 


revolutionised social theory 


Durkheim 
Russell writes : 


and 


It is, however, just possible that mankind may 
prefer to survive and prosper rather than to 
perish in misery, and if so, national liberty will 
have to be effectively restrained 

Mankind has no such choice: 
meaningless or it 1s rhetorte. 


the sentence is 
Russell, like the 
Utilitarians, fails to distinguish between what 
belongs to the definition of a social situation 
and what belongs to individual motivation. He 
confuses the individual as the product ol his 
social milieu with the isolated unique person. 
Much of his social theory derives from pre 
conceived deductions about “human nature.” 
Like Frazer, he regards religion as superstition 
or primitive pre-science. Yet Malinowski long 
ago refuted this interpretation by showing that 
primitive man did not confuse the realm of the 
supernatural and sacred with the utilitarian and 
rational; magic and ritual were ways of explain- 
ing what some philosophers call “limiting ques- 


The New Statesman and Nation, May 24, 1952 
tions,” and adjusting people psychologically to 
the inexplicable. Durkheim argued that sacred 
objects are symbols and that one must identify 
the referents of those symbols. Weber added 
that a pattern of thought which influences 
human behaviour does not require to be assimil- 
able to the pattern of thought in the natural 
an idea which should be intelligible 
enough to Russell. All this need not affect Rus 
sell’s sturdy belief that religion is untrue and 
that there is no evidence for God's existence, 
but it should prevent him from dismissing 
religion or non-rational forces as_ ridiculous 
anachronisms which could easily be eliminated 
from society. Moreover, when Russell says that 
Pavlov and Freud are not in essential conflict, 
he shows himself haunted by the Victorian desire 
to see all knowledge as a unity 
is Spencerian Positivism. 
only alternative action are 
either pragmatism or determinist Marxism, both 
of which eliminate or traduce the judgments of 
value which Russell wishes to make 
social theory does not eliminate consciou 


sciences 


his sociology 
He writes as uf the 


theories of social 


Sut modern 
choice 
as a factor in human behaviour, it merely 
describes the nature and limits of its operation. 


Above all, it is based on observation 


strange that Russell, for whom the su 
ority of scientific thought consists exactly in 


not 


this basing of statements of fact on observation 
and not on authority-——is it not strange that he 
has turned his back on the past fifty years of 
empirical research into social behaviour? The 
methodological which Weber and 
Durkheim faced are admittedly dithcult: but 
what most men find difficult is childs’ play to 
Russell 

Many philosophic minds do 
torically but Russell's mind is exceptionally un 
historical. Despite his assertions to the contrary, 
he is interested in the past solely as an ammunt 


problems 


not think his- 


tion dump. From it he selects shells to fire at 


his enemies, but they are so inaccurately 
that they fail to explode 
The men who made the 

would pretend (a) that the Jews 

porromys, b Jew > 

massacred 
Little as one may care for those men, only the 
use of the conditional tense (frequently used by 
French leader writers to forestall libel actions 


acquits Russell of a whopper 


that 


This polemical! 
use of history, which is designed to support hi 

political theory, is based on Milk Mull tried to 
rejuvenate Utilitarianism by assimilating in 
tuitionism, historicism and Socialism. He failed 

but whereas he genuinely tried to revise his 
method of thought, Russell simply slaps on the 
here a patch of syndicalism, there 
a blob of class struggle or anarchism—and hopes 
that it will stick. As a result he involves him 
self in hopeless contradictions and reminds one 
of a juggler, his whole bag of tricks aloft, but 
calamitously attempting the splits. 

To take Russell seriously as a social philo- 
sopher is therefore difficult. Does this mean 
that I think his writing worthless? Not at all 
I value it for expressing prejudices many of 
which are dear to my heart. As a Whig, Russell 
dislikes priests and kings, and with them he 
lumps teachers, policemen, civil servants and 
the whole “insolent aristocracy of jacks in 
office.” “Whenever you meet an official, my 
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60 
boy,” he seems to say, “kick his shins.” This 
attitude to all who hold positions of authority 
seems to me wholesome. For authority encour 
ages not merely love of power but indolence of 
mind. Does one, he asked recently, “ regret 
that Pitt failed to catch and hang Tom Paine ? 
... For my part I was brought up in childhood 
to execrate Pitt, and see no reason to change.” 
I enjoy and approve of these outbursts; 
Russell is right to insist that a handful of indi 
vidual, tireless reformers change their 
times and that chance plays a large part in 
human destiny. His simple faith has this merit: 
if you believe that evil comes largely from 
stupidity, you will spend your days trying to 
eradicate it. Russell therefore does not glorify 
man; he preaches humility and offers a life of 
solf-sacrificial crusading for the happiness of 


van 


man through love of human beings. To me the 
human beings whom Russell loves seem to be 
wraiths who lack flesh and bone: they remain 
imgularly abstract. Still, one must take his 
word that love of his fellow ‘s him; 
and who can doubt that he has done more than 
his share in making institutions more humane 
by jeering at stupidity and refusing ¢ 
ance cruelty under any political label or in 
country ¢ 

Nevertheless, his books on society ar 
incantations and hymn 
sacred theme of freedom 
us by overstatement 
we possevs free will to do good 
potent, incantations must 
cHectively relate 
world work 


men mspirt 


» counten 
wy 


largely 
on the 
id reason reminding 
that 
In order to be 
myst but 


the 


collections of 
as most hymns do) 


riously 
to our conception of how 
ciety has 
bgen too remote frem that conceptren to-spell- 
bind. The values he inculcates are 
though the apparatus used to sustain them ts 
sadly date: but what does stil strike 
home 1s his character. His is a spirit that dis- 
envy or malice and fight with 
and fire for an unpopular principle, 
were all England against him, NvEL ANNAN 


, and Russell's vision of 
decent, 
out of 


dais would 


aipnity 


THE SCALE OF THINGS 
I was holding my son's hand 
As he pattered the low wall 
He could have snapped a leg 
Alone in a fall, so frail 
His flesh in the two-year-old 
World his percepuons own 

This marsh and river scene 
Where everything named for 
Is paradise-new 


hun 
it is not 

The brutal world we mean 

By Isak. 


The full-fed emerald green 
Pedestrian caterpillar 
Seeking its place of trance 
lo lie in till its wings 

In that amazing change 
Give it a new range 

In the dark honeyed ait 
What chance brought it there 
Under the poised foot? 
There was the scale of things 
Phat no hand-hold of lo 
Could keep them from 

I was the wretched Gree 
Who trom a scene as shght 
Divined the Furious Doom 
Phat dogs humanity, 

And knowing he was right 
Sull went to bed that night 
In hopes of dreamless sleep 
But lay awake, As I 


Parric DickINSON 


GILDING THE AGED LILY 


Commentary on Age. By Kennetit WALKER 


Cape 12s. 6d. 


Mr. Walker is a member of an increasingly rare 
species, a scientist who can write. He writes, 
indeed, so easily, informs us so agreeably and 
entertains us so graciously that he puts a spéll 
upon the reader who thinks that things of great 
originality and importance are being said. It is 
only later reflection that sometimes leads him to 
wonder whether the importance was not ex- 
aggerated and the originality mainly skill in 
concealing origins. Mr. Walker seeks to show 
that old age should not inspire the fear that it 
does, but that if it is not to be tearful, it must be 
prepared for. Hence the main purpose of the 
book is “to show there is no phase of life for 
which preparation is more necessary or more 
rewarding than preparation for the later years of 
lite.” Just as we prepare for manhood in child- 
hood aad adole 30 in middle age we should 
for age is a rag-bag which 
that we have shot 


Walker likens his job 


scence, 
prepar or old, 
4 it in the bits an yece 
ito it in middle age. Mr 
to that of an accountant who is drawing up a 
balance shect of the unaudited accounts of the old 
‘The items on the sheet are, inevitably, largely 
physiological. We are told of the bodily changes 
of the old, of the ageing of the tissues, of the 
calcifying of the cartilages, of the general drying-ip 
and shrinking of the carcase, of the possibilities— 
not very Ol rejuvenation, of 
man’s increased span of lie and of our changing 
attitude to ige 

As to the psychological life.of the old, 1 is 
often so fruitful and interesting that Mr. Walker 
is led to liken it to the final chapters of a good 
book fake creative work, for ¢ 
investigations of Charlotte Buhler are 
that the best creative work ts 

ind harmony.” Now these 
La 
tl 


al present hopetul 


xamplk tlie 
quoted to 
how a product of 
inner inte ity 


may be 


ipperentl attained at any ag rot 
Goethe, at Victor Hugo md Voltaire, at C 
Beethoven and Handel, look even more 
nificantly at the aged Verdi, and so on 
great things are to keep tree of emotional 
turbances and to maintain external interests. 
The general assumpuon that pervades the book 
being that life is a good thing and that th sn 
reason why it shouldn’t remain so until t 
I propose to make Mr, Walker a present of a 
from a Taoist philosopher which fits 
exactly into the outline of the pteture he would 
draw : 


If a mand 


> end, 


quotauion 


sires too much or 
not rest in time, the result 
Iime. Tf he cannot control hi 
older and older and the result 
Age Che great thing is to k 
body young, sin both min 
inherent defect or trouble 


Neverthele the weight of the authority of 
mankind ts against Mr. Walker. For example, | 
that last wonderful 
an allegory 
omits the dreadful remark, 


quotes from chapter ot 


Ecclesiaste on growing old, but 
The clouds return 
after the rain ’’ which, being interpreted, means, I 
take it, that if as a young man you fall ill, when 
you get well, you really get well and that is 
end of it; but when you are old and fall ill you 
never completely recover, or you 
tume but presently detect, the 
impotence, the lethargy, the 
that you are never wholly well 
most distres 
it drags 


Mr 
whos 


recover for a 
illness, the 
pain come 
again. One of the 
sing features of the failing body 1s that 
down the spirit in its fall, so that, as 
Walker does not fail to point out, the mind 

horizon has been the measure of the 
universe, contracts and contracts until its attention 
is centred upon a defective bladder or m 
centrates upon the struggle to get breath. As for 
characters of the old, Mr. Walker himself 
admits that ‘arlicr weaknesses of character 
become more apparent 

But it is the housing of the old that, according 
to Mr. Walker, constitutes to-day their chiei 
problem. ‘The obvious solution of institutions is 


the 


\ 1 
WER, SO 


the 


The Nex 
vitiated by the fact that by and large the old can’t 
abide one another. They quarrel and get on one 
another's nerves. What most old people want is 
the society of young people. They desire to live 
with and be tended by their young relatives. But 
this, as Mr. Walker points out, demands sacrifices 
from the young, sacrifices which the housing 
shortage, the difficulty of getting outside help, the 
of increasing numbers of women in 
factory and office, have made almost intolerable. 
For example, it you have old people living with 
you, you can’t take holidays. What, then, 1s to 
be done with the old, some 6,770,000 of them of 
pensionable age, almost two-thirds of them 
women, and what tolerable provision can be 
made for them ? 

Mr. Walker’s determined cheerfulness—the old 
have leisure to think, a new tolerance (?), a 
greater reverence for life; m fact, “old age is 
wealthy” and so on—tempts me to adapt an 
argument which Dr. Johnson used in another 
ion. “* Sir, all the arguments you adduce 

that old age is no evil, show it in fact 
a very Nobody strives to 
you that you can be happy and heai 
ige of twenty-one.” C. E. M. Jo 
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LOST WEEK-END 


The Palm-Wine Drinkard. By Amos T! 
aber, 10s. 6d 
This book is a freak It ought to have been 
spoken, not printed, and I hope someone will be 
wise enough to try it out on the air; it is a pure 
example of oral literature. If we fail to hear the 
pained, hollow, hoarse African voice, rough as 
coce skin, sweet as its junce, steam-rolling thro 
the lazy tale, then we shall miss half of its quality 
We shall miss the body in it for, in a se 
Ti al Vine Drinkard is a told blu 
by a Who is Amos Tutuola? Tl 
lishers say merely that he i West-Atrican, 
hey print a of his neat, mission-English 
vand, but di frican Lost Week-end 
ot him taking it down from some 
old Atrican, or tri | stor eller? It unds like 
an old man’s tale The book badly- needs a pre- 
face which would answer the reader’s curiosity 
eculiar talent. 
ituola’s first paragraph knocks one flat 
Im-wine drinkard since I w 
I had no other work more than to, 
Im wine in my fife. In those days we did 
know other money, except Cowri that 
rything was very cheap, and my tather was the 
nh our town 
r eizht children and I was the 
eldest among them, all of the rest were hard workers, 
but I myself was an expert palm-wine drinkard, 
drinking palm-wine from morning ull night 
vod from night ull morning. By that time I could 
not drink ordinary water at all except palm-wine 


Wher 


TUOLA 


nse, 
idly 


pub- 


story 


ome 


ibout 


Mi 


i pe naive 
1s a boy of 


yf ag 


My got 


the son’s 
gave 
him a palm-tree farm nine miles square, with 
960,000 palm trees, and engaged a tapster for hin! 
Served by his tapster, the heroic drinkard con- 
sumed 150 kegs every morning, rested a while and 
finished another 75 kegs in the evenings His 
triends were uncountable. For 15 years this bliss 
ontinued and then the tapster,-who had a drop 
taken himself, fell off a tree and killed 
No tapster, no more palm wine more 
friends Ihe drinkard turned to water “ but I 
did not satisty with it as palm-wine.”’ There was 
only one course open: to collect all his native 
juju, and his father’s, to remember his name, 

Father of gods who can do anything in 
world,” and to find the tapster in the land of the 
dead 

Where does the drinkard’s journey lead hin 
Is it in this world or the next, or between t 
two, in the personal fantasy of a sublime bender 
or in folk-lore ?- A good deal in the last, but palm 
wine has beatifically dissolved the hard edges of 
reality. Occasionally we are in a‘ Atrican 
scene, but we see it 


father saw that this was 


d 
lite-work, he appreciated the situation and 
I 


was 


ind no 


the 


real 

through African eyes 
There was a big market in this town from where 

the daughter was captured, and the market day 
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and the future of American foreign policy 
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€¢ The most coherent account yet to appear of General MacArthur’s decline 
indispensable to those who 
eck to make sense trom the American policy in the Far East.”’"—New Statesman 
€€ General MacArthur was not willing to be so governed, and the case against 
him was overwhelming. It 1s set out, coolly and dispassionately, in a book 
by a Harvard historian and a distinguished journalist 
—KFrom a leading article in the Manc/ 

6¢ This is a book written with grace and est Phe result is something 
more brilliant than political reportage. It is a piece of close political reasoning 
and vivid contemporary history.” —Glasgow Herald 
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who disguised deteats with a smoke-sereen of communiques The General 
and the President reveals that MacArthur hid 
of the Far East in this way.’’—Reynolds N 
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was fixed for every fifth day and the whole people 

of that town and from all the villages round the 

town and also spirits and curious creatur from 

vanous bushes and forests were coming to tht 

market every fifth day to sell or buy articles 
The drinkard can have the stolen daughter 
if he rescues her, but only after the classical tests 
of folk-lore. He must first capture Death in his 
house. He does so by a trick ; but ‘* now Death 
has no house, we are hearing his name about in 
the world After that the drinkard must rescue 
the daughter trom the “ complete gentleman,” an 
irresistible man who—in an extraordinarily shrewd 
piece of imaginative invention—merely hires 
all the parts of his body from others, before he 
goes to the market. For “ the complete gentle- 
man ’’ is no more than an abstraction creeted by a 
primitive Moss Bros. ; when he takes back his 
borrowed parts, he is merely a skull 

The drinkard wins, of course, and now he has 
a wite to tap palm wine for him ; but we suppose 
it was like the old days, for the couple 
continue the search tor the dead tapster. Horrors 
now descend on them. ‘Towns are bewitched and 
burned down; the woman’s thumb gives birth 
to a monstrous son who lays everything waste, 
until they have to burn him to death. He then 
becomes half a son and is even worse. The couple 
suffer terrible tortures, the drinkard’s juju fails 
him, he forgets his power of godhead ; one moment 
he can turn his wife into a doll or disappear 
ato the air, but the next he is powerless. One ts 
living inside a savage imagination which Js 
searing, bloody, fiery and horrible. Yet there are 
beneficent spirits : the witch in the tree with her 
hospital, tor example, and the dead tapster himselt 
(walking backwards, as all the dead do) who gives 
him an egg which will keep him in palm wine 
for lite Leaving the town of the dead, the 
drinkard meets the newly dead travelling to the 
town. All are harmless except—as one has learned 
to expect from this writer—the children. Violent, 
Organised in marching hordes, they burn, slaughter 
end lay waste everywhere. 
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How great ts Russta’s armed: strength ? 

Will She attack, and if so, 
Shopld we rearm Germany: 

What if war breaks “tomorro 
Can Europe be defended ? 
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oul 


These and many other vital questions 
of the hour are answered in this pene- 
trating analysis, written with fearless 
objectivity and outstanding journalistic 
skill, of the problem and dangers which 
beset us and of the remedies which 


must be found. 
15/- 
FREDERICK MULLER 





fn such a formless extravagance, there is 
of course, the tedium of the continual fantasy ; 
it is relieved in those places where we detect 
some symbolism in the images. ‘The white spirits 
that cry out with cold round the fire and go 
writhing into the bush and then miserably return, 
are the wreaths of smoke. We see the psychological 
point when the drinkard and his wife sell their 
death to the hospital woman of the white tree for 
£70 i&s. 6d. and lend their fear out to someone 
on interest, We respond to the jokes of animism ; 
there is this account of what appears to be hysteria 
So as he mercilessly stabbed us with that stick 
we felt pain and talked out, but at the same time 
that the whole of them heard our voice, they 
laughed at us as if bombs explode and we knew 
Laugh’’ personally on that night, because as 
everyone of them stopped laughing at us, “* Laugh 
did not stop for two’ hours, As * Laugh ’” was 
laughing at us on that night, my wife and myself 
forgot our pain and laughed with him, because hi 
was laughing with curious voices that we never 
heard before in our life. We did not know the time 
we tell into his laugh but we were only laughing at 
Laugh’s laugh and nobody who heard him 
when laughing would not laugh, so if somebody 
continued to laugh with * Laugh’’ himself, he or 
she would die or faint at once for long laughing 
because laugh was his profession and he 
feeding on ut Then they began to beg 
to stop, but he could not 
Vhat 1s a sophisticated passage. Amos Tutuola is 
not precisely a primitive or a natural; on the 
other hand, he is not falsely naive. He represents 
a serious interplaying of European and West 
African culture. He is in and out of the un- 
conscious like some amphibian; warmi-mouthed, 
idle and humane. Mind and body are melted 
together, indeed soaked (one: might say) in the 
nightmares and beatitude of the wine. He is 
totally removed from that studied naivety, that 
fin-de-siécle Pre-Raphaelite note, with its peasant 
touch, which English renderings of African 
folk-lore have had. Amos Tutuola is proud of the 
modern note : “ the telephone voice,’ the bomb 
exploding, the office words. What is finally 
interesting 1s the lack of Christian reference 
(unless we see it in the charity of the hospital 
tree) and the fact that the White man is mentioned 
only once : to the Dead Town whites and blacks 
all go. Death, like life, is a paint we put on 
V. S.. Prin 
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THE SPANIARDS IN FLORIDA 
The Florida of the Inca. By 
VEGA Translated by 
VARNER. Nelson. 30s. 


GARCILASO DE LA 
JOHN and JEANETTE 

Several recent publications have indicated the 
growth of a long-retarded interest in the early 
Sparmush and Portuguese discoveries. 
ment should be as advantageous to the general 
reader as to the scholar, for these grandiose 
Iberian expeditions, equipped with spectacular 
armies and the paraphernalia of wealth 
power, are often more enthralling than the 
humbler if more practical Elizabethan trading 
ventures. The Florida of the Inca presents for 
the fust time in English a complete account of 
one of the most ambitious and heroic of Spanish 
expeditions, that of the thousand picked warriors, 
who, led by Hernando de Soto, in 1539 entered 
unexplored Florida in search of gold. hey main 
tained themselves for five vears exploring a hos 
tule and barbarous country until the three hun 
dred survivors escaped to Mexico in boats they 
had themselves constructed on the banks of the 
Mississippt 


The move- 


and 


The expedition was exceptionally fortunate in 
its chronicler, Gareilaso de la Vega, son of a 
Spamish nobleman and an Inca princess, who re 
ceived a European education along with the 
traditions of Inca civilisation, travelled in Europe 
and retired to Spain, where he wrote the Florida 
and the more famous Commentarios Reales, the 
history of Peru. By 
Spanish ancestries, of 
proud, he 


reason of his Indian and 

which he was equally 
was uniquely qualified to appreciate 
both sides of the struggle involved in the Spanish 
colonisation of the New World. The Indians, as 
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he was aware, might be primitive and at times 
savagely treacherous, but they possessed a valour, 
eloquence, and sense of personal dignity and 
honour not exceeded by their enemie If, as he 
tells us, half a dozen Spaniards sallied into the 
Mississippi in an amateurishly made boat against 
a thousand canoes packed with Indians in full 
battle cry, seven young Indians were capable of 
detying the Spanish army for thirty hours, fight- 
ing as they swam in a lake, although they were 
repeatedly offered their lives. Indeed, a great 
merit of Garcilaso’s work is that he reveals funda- 
mental similarities between the two races which 
explain their sudden emotional friendships no less 
than their merciless antagonism. 

I am not qualified to say how closely this 
translation corresponds to the original; from the 
footnotes one would judge it to be an unusually 
scrupulous rendering. The result, certainly, is a 
most readable narrative, written in a cool, lucid 
prose cast in an agreeable modern idiom. As was 
perhaps inevitable in a work of this length, the 
translators have limited themselves to the 
mum of historical and topographical notes 
tunately, Garcilaso’s narrative is largely  self- 
explanatory, for unlike most sixteenth-century 
writers, he had the ability to manage a long story 
without confusion or repetition. He also had a 
respect for realism much in advance of his time. 
Meeting some survivors of the Florida expedition 
in Peru, he later, with the tenacity of a born his- 
torian, tracked down one of them in Europe who 
dictated and corrected his manuscript which he 
then checked against the brief written reports of 
two other eye-witnesses Phus, while this account, 
written a quarter of a century after the event, 
cannot be assumed to be entirely accurate, it can 
be conceded an authenticity exceedingly rare in 
historical wotks of the period 

It is misleading, I think, that the translators 
should have referred, in their short introduction, 
to the influence of contemporary Spanish chival 
rous romance Garcilaso’s work, mercifully, 
shows no trace of the extravagant elaboration of 
the Amadis de Gaul, and 1 his tales of 
heroism resemble romances of 
chivalry (but of the geste rather 
than degenerate progeny this only goes to 
show that the romances of chivalry had a sound 
basis of realism. If a literary influence is to be 
the Florida, it is rather that of the 
Italian novella; the story of Juan Ortiz, captured 
by the Indians in a previous expedition, tortured 
by one chief, protected by another and muiracu- 
lously reunited with countrymen, like 
the best of the romantic type of novelle 

While it is understandable that the translators 
should have left critical commentary to others, 'T 
am bound to complain that they have identified 
too few of the place names in the light of modern 
geography, and neglected to provide an intélli- 
gible map. DorotHy CARRINGTON 
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Dearest Isa: Ropert BROWNING’S LETTERS TO 

ISABELLA BLAGDEN. Edited by Epwarp 

C. McALerrR. Nel 25s 
Isa,” sSrowning, as he was to 
do so many umes in their eleven years of corre- 
spondence wherever you are, is much that I 
rest on in this world but the end—if I am 
able to arrange it—of my life will be spent in 
Italy, where you will be.”’ Was it such a surprising 
wish ? Isa Blagden, a few years younger than 
the Brownings, their close fricnd in the 
Jamesian society of Florence ; then, at his wife’s 
death, the poet’s indispensable support. A year 
later, when he had settled in London with the 
problematical Pen and she had returned to the 
Italian scene which better suited her quietly 
volaule temperament, they wrote to each other 
on a specified day of every month until, quite 
suddenly in 1873, she died. ‘‘ A bright, electric, 
delicate woman,” Browning called her; “an 
eager little lady,’ wrote Henry James, who 
has gentle, gay, black eyes and whose type gives, 
visibly enough, the hint of East Indian blood.” 


* Dearest wrote 


was 
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It said that she was born in India, perhap 
illegitimately, of a native mother and European 
father. It is certain that was much liked ; 
it 18 also certain that the novels by which she 
chiefly supported herself were of no merit what- 
ever—though both Chapman and Tauchnitz 
published them. Magnetic, independent, kind 
she still a shadowy figure Her 
Browning not survived But 
remain ; may be read in this 
volume, rich in those anecdotal notes which 
flower of American research; and he 
surely never again at such conversational ease 
writing, Outside his poetry 

Even so, what do we find? Nothing of 
ing; nothing of music; no flash of lanc 
that a tourist might not have described 
solemn words about the nature ot 
hardly a sentence with the same sound, 
the poems. Rugged good sense and 
what through ; hints 
reputation, the commonplaces, large and small, 
of Some of it has kept a tenuous interest 
What's to be done about Landor, growing every 
day more old and crazy? And about Wilson, 
once Ba’s maid, now penniless and * queer 
parted from her Italian husband, abused by her 
English relations? Then for there is 
trouble with the plans for Ba’s monume: 
Florence (a sarcophagus on six truncated pilla 
Leighton’s design Isa, best of friends, i 
that the grave is dealt with reverently ] 
and all the time, there is the question of what 
do with Pen—a problem from that day, a week 
after his mother’s death, when he lost his golden 
curls and velvet suit, and with them, it seemed 
all his early charm and original powers for ever 
Amiable and feckless, caring chiefly for bill 
beating and shooting, a failure Oxt 
painter ( far by occupation, we 
in father’s letters now shying fron 
edging towards, that fantastic image of 
Guidi childhood, as indeed he to d 
his lite 

It is true that, as we track our way throug 
gossip, worries and small-talk, we are sometimes 
rewarded by a bold phrase or paragraph in which 
the hidden Browning secms tor a moment to 
appear. It may be, though not often (surprisingly 
a visual recollection: ‘* Oh, those walls and the 
way back—and the gate, and the long street and 
corner house bent sharp like a card!”; or an 
analysis of the odd character shared by the 
Barrett family ; or part of an apt though kindly 
criticism of Isa’s latest novel (“ even two potatoes 
are unlike—but two men, Isa!” Now it is a 
sweeping away of the notion that sailors have a 
special sense of the poetry of the sea. “ Poetry 
in a Sailor’s life there is, but the beginning of it 
is the contempt he has for its dangers, the longing 
to get out of its reach and be with * Poll,’ etc.” 
And there are two or three occasions when he is 
stung into a revealing piece of 
mentary 
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criucal com- 
Yes, I have read Rossetti’s poems—and poetical 
they are—scenied with poetry, as it were, like trifle: 
of various sorts you take out of a cedar or sandalwood 
box : you know I hate the effeminacy of his schoo! 
the men that dress up like women 
forms, too, and archaic accentuations to seem soft 
fancy a man calling ut a lily then, how I hate 
Love ’’ as a lubberly naked young man putting 
his arms here and wings there about a pair of 
lover a fellow would kick in the 
reality c 
or, on ‘Tennyson 
We look at the of art in poetry so 
differently ' Here is an Idyll about a knight being 
untrue to his friend and yielding to the temptation 
of that fmend’s mistress after having engaged to 
assist him in his suit. I should judge the conflict 
in the knight's soul the proper subject to deserib« 
Yennyson thinks he should describe the castle and 
the effect of the Lowers 
but the soul 


that use obsolet 


his 


away 


object 


moon on and anything 

Yet it would be a mistake, I think, to look for 
Browning only in these and not in the ordinary 
flat passages He was not a reflective, like 
Wordsworth, daily renewing the material of his 
reflecuon, Nor was he a chronic and diffused 


eccentric like Tennyson, whose complexities 
Were in his disposition rather than in his work 
Violence, other 
experience provides the occasion ot 
Browning’s poems, and this the humdrum 
stufi a necessary complement—whether in 
poetry or in life. He in the short 
poem Memorabilia 
fruitful years, and 


ecstasy or some immediate 


of most 
Was 
saul as much 
During these eleven quite 
even later, the source ot 
inspiravon did not in Warwick Avenuc 
indeed in the London scene and society at 
He could not, he declared, take root again 
Phe he pa 
to l I would not 
over again, I 
my fe 
1 look 


lif 
life 


This, from Browning, has a strange ring. In Isa, 
however, he had a living link with that past which 
through its association, could in 
feeling more disturbing than ot 
No wonder that he was to 
for her letters I expect 
beforehand, and remember them as long ; 
so nm will And without 
understanding of the place of past and present 
in his temperament, it would be hard to realise 
lat, at the very ume by the letters in 
this collection, he writing the 
part ot Dramatis and the whol 
The Ring and NAoMI Lewis 
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Barri los 


Memoirs, they might well be 
Ages Iyrannies, superstitions, hatreds, deaths, 
muddles, tortures : merely to have survived them 
is something ; and while the armies are ting, 
the harriers re-erected, we have look 
round and wonder Which worse, 
for example, the annihilating Atom 
Bomb ? 

Ww ar 


aint 


called, of Dark 


re 
time 

could 
Lie 


to 
be 
or the 
itself is almost a distraction. It produces 
heroes, experts of one kind and another 
At second-hand, most of us, we know the battle 

ground and the concentration camp; we have 
escaped (by proxy) along tunnels and, in colonel 

uniform, jumped from a flaming plane 
parachute at 10,000 feet, led a 
ment, spied and been spied upon, reconnoitred 
a thousand miles of desert or, in a jungle which ts 
itself the enemy, hunted the enemy. Most terri- 
tying, and farthest from common experience, 
are the adventures of those have had to 
resist torture. Perhaps, finally, we can no more 
understand that than the degradation of 
who inflict it The White Rabbit brings u 
the endurance, the quick-wittedness, the 
and—most amazing of all—the survival of one 
the Gestapo couldn't break Phe story 
to us in the third person, written with a 
vivid reticence by a friend Po Wing Commander 
Yeo-Thomas, a pilot in War Onc, 
task of introducing order into the of 
French resistance This involved a number of 
missions ; he would be dropped, he would make 
contacts, he would—somehow or other 
In March, 1944, betrayed by 
was arrested by the Gestapo as 
teps of Passy Métro 
next eightcen months he 
Imprisonments, interrogations, and tortures, One 
Gestapo trick alter hours of quesuoning 
and beating, to drag him down to an ice-cold 
bath in a basement and there, before an audience 
of girls, drown and reanimate him six time: 
in ion. = Sull they couldn't get the informa- 
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tion they wanted and he held. Three weeks in 
a lightless dungeon, with a little soup every third 
day, had no more effect; and by various stages 
of duress he reached Buchenwald trom which, 
escaping death by a miracle, he escaped to meet 
the advancing Allies Well, there is the story, 
told very well and in detail by Mr. Bruce Marshall. 
We know the worst, we have shared the moods 
ot loneliness and depression, and so far as such 
experiences can be communicated, the adventure 
But the final how— 
religious taith training 
in Stand such a test 
Wing Commander 
Molyneux dre 
manager 
Lt.-Col. Oreste Pinto was an interrogator— 
not, let me add, of the torturing kind For him 
cross-questioning is a chess-game, with security 
as the stake on ide, and possibly death by 
shooting on the Very arttul he is at this 
gam his many examples of master-play 
thrill outrageously, not less because of a romantic 
that goes well with his name. General 
Kisenhower’s The greatest living expert on 
security would qualify him it he hadn’t quali- 
fied himself. Even his courage has an impudence 
ot it His most astonishing trail led him 
tw the arrest of “ King Kong, leader of 
resistance in Brussels and the Nazis, 
whose information away the landings at 
Arnhem Lt.-Col. Pinto’s sus- 
picion late to prevent this 
catastrophe. Spycatcher is a very readable and 
exciting book, and author warns us not to 
forget the importance of Counter-Intelligence 
moves at all time 
The 
splendid immunisation 
had the time of 


ms ours 
without 
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secret remains 
courage and 
After this interlude 
Yeo-Thomas returned to the 
salon in Paris, he 1s 
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other 
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unfortunately, 
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liplom it enjoys, even In War-time, a 
Mr. Thayer apparently 
lite as Third Secretary to the 
American Limbassy in Moscow, interpreted and 
misinterpreted between the famous, introduced 


polo to the Russians (who so enjoyed it that they 
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had to be prevented from turning the game into 
massacre), pulled the legs of the G.P.U., helped 
to fling Babylonian parties, and in general did 
abroad as the Americans do. The Russians 
rather liked him. His best feat (after polo 
was to box furiously with Vishinsky in a lurching 
plane : soon, to keep warm, all the other passengers 
were doing the same. Bears in Caviar 1s as funny 
a book of its kind as I have read for a long while ; 
and one doesn’t feel that, for the sake of an 
anecdote, its author would wickedly distort 
West Point, Moscow, Berlin are the stages 
in this shining frolic, from which we learn quite 
a lot about the countries concerned—at 
in and out of Embassy doors 

The community farm of Mr. Murry’s title 

an ark above the floods—was a venture, for 
which he provided the capital, and a group ot 
young pacifists the labour: eventually it to 
reach a co-operative basis. The difficulties were 
that not everyone worked well—or hard, that 
jealousies were frequent, and that, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Murry himself, crankiness would tend 
to override necessity There were tempera- 
ments to consider (an idealism, example, 
that took his £4,500 investment for granted, and 
shocked that he should expect any return 
on it «0 that after a while the idea of ““commun- 
ity’ became for him something of a stink. This 
new, practical Murry may surprise readers— 
as it did myself—for whom a touch of idealistic 
fog, anent Keats or Dostoevsky, may have seemed 
one of the Murry prerequisite Here he is 
tough as nails, marshals argument and fact with 
a telling brevity, and was far stul that 
his farm, which began by losing more than £1,000 
a year, soon found itself making £1,000 profit 
How many other intellectuals, with without 
Myr. Murry’s ideals, bave proved themselves as 
good farmers as he ? 
Remember Be Glad almost takes u 
author’s memories of childhood and 
clean out of our twilight time 
there are the guests of her mother, Lady 
Wells and Arthur Balfour, ‘* Max,” 
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the Webb 

Raleigh 
friends. 
diversity, 


Its 


Marriage 


(hen with marriage her own circle 
These include, with a charming 
1). H. Lawrence and Prot. Raleigh : who got on 
together surprisingly well. The chapter given 
to Lawrence conveys his particular enchantment 
admirably : the seaguils are not seagulls till he 
has seen them ; and his dark side and prophetic 
Strain accumulate with illness and war. His 
sadness has, in due time, become ours. 
G. W. STONIER 
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Townsman’s Food. By 


Stile Pre ss. 15s, 


MAGNus Pyke. 7Jurn- 

Mr. Pyke used to be “ Principal Scientific Officer 
Nutrition)” in the Ministry of Food, and from his 
experience, then and before, he has written an 
agreeable and lucid account of what is done to 
the tood which the ordinary British townee cats 
to-day. The style is easy without being excep- 
tionally good, marred very occasionally by the 
archness of the higher Civil Servant; the word for 
itis the one he uses to describe the of 
“luncheon meat ”—bland 

Necessarily, the book is mostly concerned with 
the effects of various chemical processes which are 
used to preserve or “improve ” food (the inverted 
commas are Mr, Pyke’s own), It is high praise to 
be able to say that these are described so clearly 
that nobody, however ignorant, can have the least 
difficulty in understanding a single page. The 
author is sceptical of a number of “ improve- 
ments ” and will even criticise the behaviour of his 
late Ministry: he describes an order exempting it 
trom the food-labelling rules as “* bureaucratic 
intolerance” and accuses it of debasing the stan- 
dards of jam. Mostly, however, his verdicts are 
what are called “ balanced”; that is to say, they 
hedge, but he can on occasion be downright as 
when he disposes of the rubbish talked by the 
people who oppose pasteurisation of milk. 


taste 
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What most readers will retain from the book is 
a memory of some at least of the surprising or 
enlightening items of information assembled here. 
Ihe list of wholly terrifying egg-substitutes the 
Germans have invented. The possibility that 
shortly humanity will have to live on yeast, which 
will produce meat, fat and all you want from saw- 
dust, molasses and the waste products of paper- 
mills. The reasons why no good British cheeses 
will ever be made again. Why canteen meats are 

» vile [hey cook meat, and let it grow cold, 
then mechanically slice 1 and pour hot “ gravy” 
over it; if they mechanically sliced it while it 
hot would break off.) How to tell old eggs, 
What causes false ripening This is ethylene, a 
gas which is naturally given off by many truits, 
and when they are closed in a box will make them 
soften and change colour: but they don’t always 
What is the “ deep freeze” 
which has provided us recently with some 
vegetables which to have retained thei 
iaste lorm 


was 
piece 


taste as they should 
proces 
seem 
original almost miraculously? vsaf 
uh scalding 

The most unexpected result of the 


wf science 


applic imon 
to the preparation of food ts, as many 
people know, that food poisoning has rapidly in- 
creased. One that more “made up” 
foods can be provided, and germs can multiply in 
them. Another is that when great quantities of 
tood are powdered and put together one tainted 
piece can contaminate the lot; the most notorious 
is salmonella poisoning in dried egg. The 
is one which he rebukes the press for refusing 
to publicise, so let it be repeated here. Mass 
preparation of foods means that it is handled more 
infection comes particularly through 
excreta; toilet paper is no protection uinst 
any worker who comes back from the lavatory 
ut washing her his hands pri 
reature and a public menace 


, is true of cooks and kitchen 
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NEW NOVELS 

Mr. Nicholas. By THomas Hinpe. MuacGibbon 

& Kee 12s 6d 
Antonio, the Great Lover. By VITALIANO 

BRANCATI. Dobson. Ils. 6d 
A Touch of the Sun. By WILLiaAm 

Hogarth. 12s. 6d. 
The Road to the City. 

Hogarth. 8s. 6d. 

Mr. Nicholas lives on a ppivate building-estate, 
a fantastic Betyeman-like Lotus-Land for the upper 
middle-classes, redolent of pines, tennis-flannels, 
and gin on the breath of retired army officers 
He has an effaced wite, and three dumbly insolent 
sons; Peter is at Oxtord, Owen ts at grammar 
school and makes models and explosions (“‘ It’s 
terrific, five times as good as nitrate *’), David is at 
Harrow and is abducted bv a lonely artillery 
captain. Mr. Nicholas is a man of enormous, 
purposeless vitality he dominates, orgamises, 
bullies and thwarts, secking everywhere a flattery 
and admiration that are given under duress and 
are never quite of the quality he craves. He 
pushes his world uphill, ull the slope becomes too 
steep and the world too heavy, and it rolls back 
on him. He takes to his bed (** You see, old boy, 
I’m not at all well’’) and is tended, amid the 
ruin of his grandeur, by Peter, unwilling Cordelia 
to his Lear 
Mr. Hinde unfolds this tragedy in terms of 

satire. The hell of family is by no means special 
to England—Mauriac has shown that it is 
practically universal in Bordeaux—but it is 
perhaps peculiarly English to be able to see it as 
not only terrible but ridiculous, an emblem of all 
that 1s disproportionate, and therefore comic, 
in the petty causes and the obsessive effects ot 
human dissatisfaction. But the real subject of 
Mr. Nicholas, as perhaps the real subject of every 
novel should be, is hidden and mysterious. In 
all probability it is about the vanity of human 
relationships—the impossibility of true contact, 
and the fatal results of all efforts to impinge. 
We grind together like glass spheres, trying to do 
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The Ne May 24 
better than touch at one geometric point, which is 
absurd. And it’s about ennui—the cruel paradox, 
that life, “‘so various, beautiful, 
becomes irremediably spomled the 
begin to live it. There is nothing wrong with 
life itseli—the fault is in ourselves, and it is the 
function of satire to tell us so, The writer brings 
to this task remarkable gifts of humour, under- 
standing, formality and understatement ; and one 
wonders what must be the total force of a writer 
who drives smoothly under such powerful 
brakes 

Mr. Thomas Hinde is a young man of twenty 
five, and this is his first novel. While ruminating 
and prodding at the first few chapters, I intended 
to quality my praise, to use words like “ potential ”’ 
and ‘it may well be,” and say that, however 
unusual the fledgling, one couldn’t predict for 
certain that it would grow up into a swan. But 
the eagerly awaited padding, the unsuccesstul 
scenes, the halt-way collapse, the lame conclusion 
never caine. Except for his freshness and energy, 
this alarming novelist isn’t young at all; he 
writes like a lesser master of forty. Without 
resembling any of them more closely than in 
the indefinable degree to which they resemble onc 
another, he reminds one of such novelists as 
Henry Green, Anthony Powell, Miss Elizabeth 
Bowen. In my opinion, a new Mandarin is 
born. 

Signor Brancati’s novel is a Sicilian joke; in 
order to appreciate it, it is necessary (and, thank 
to the author’s shameless vigour, easy) temporarily 
to become a Sicilian. Over the city of Catania 
looms Etna: in the bodies of Antomo’s fellow 
citizens smoulder its fires, but his own contain 
only its eternal snows; he is a ravishingly 
beautiful young man who excites in all women 
desires that he is regretfully incapable of sau: 
fying. What is the consequence of that, and what 
will the world say ? The answer is supplied by a 
voleanic archipelago of parents, uncles, maidens, 
notaries and priests; their dismay, incredulity 
and anger erupt in an astonishing flow of language, 
as molten as lava, as harsh, heady and vulgar as 
wine drunk jetting from a goatskin. Antonio 
himself is, alas, impossible as well as powerless ; 
but he is a tolk-hero, a ‘Till Eulenspiege! whose 
whole pomt hes in his mability to perform merry 
pranks ; he ts the nucleus of incredibility that 1s 
essential to a Jegend. Besides, it is necessary that 
he should be unbelievable, in order that his fellows 
may be amazed, and express their amazement ; 
for Sicily in verbal action is the overriding theme 
of this entertaining and highly finished folk-saurc. 
Could Signor Brancati’s work, if Antonio had 
been made a person rather than a comic myth, 
have gamed as a novel without losing as a folk- 
tale ? 
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so new,” 


moment we 


so 


so 


Mhat, it must be confessed, is a question 
icels absolutely impotent to determine 

Whether the macabre romantic forest has been 
cut down, or writers have simply walled it off, 
we are certainly and deplorably deprived of the 
use of it. The major importance of Mr. Sansom 
ws that he is simultaneously trying to tunnel 
through, and to grow enchanter’s nightshade 
in his own back-garden He is no Poe, any 
more than M. P. Shiel or Arthur Machen were, 
but he is a link in an unfinished chain of long 
term literary history, a caretaker ; keep the lost 
domain of Arnheim green, prevent the crack in the 
House of Usher from closing, and some day Poe’s 
inheritor will come to claim his own 

His art in A Touch of the Sun has been felt, in 
some quarters, to be tainted with the commercial. 
No doubt there are many readers of magazines 
who like to be given knee-jerks, and whom 
Mr. Sansom’s full voltage would electrocute 
outright. But one prefers to beheve that he is 
only adjusting his manner. Previously his stories 
were all about something dreadful happening ; 
now, the suicide is unsuccessful, the murder 
dees not oceur, the lunatic turns out to be harm- 
less: he writes about something dreadful not 
happening. Several of these tales glossy 
jailures. Two at least (** Murder,’’ about a sweep 
and a snowman, and ** On Stony Ground,” about 
a young man wooing a horticultural sales-girl), 


are 


seem to 
thing he has 


new 


me more serencly beautiful than 
written previously 
trend is his dawning desire to enlist 
reader's sympathy and self-identification 
of, as before, his fright and rage); and one can 
imagine evolution more likely to improve 
Mr. Sansom’s talent, or to destroy it utterly, 
according to the wav he takes 

What a piece of work is the nouvelle 
how express and adinirable ! Mis: 
Ginzburg’s two tales, which are excellently 
translated Miss Frances Frenaye the 
Italian, haven’t the tautness which prevents the 
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any 
Perhaps the chiet 
the 
instead 


no 


in torm, 
Natalia 


by trom 


ouvelle at its best from being a mere short novel 

nor the spacious harmony that makes it more than 
ah over-length short-story. But their melancholy 
irony and deceptive simplicity make them 
resemble, more than anything Italian, the 
amorphous longer stories of Chekhov. Both are 
about young girls who catch a husband because 
they are bored with their families, and then find 
they have only created another family ; one be 
comes resigned, the other the brute 
These stories have an enjoyable readability 
that doesn’t often go with the vaguely 
distinguished 
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“ Architecture,’ wrote Soane in a passage 
quoted by Mr. Summerson, “is an art purely 
of Invention (as opposed to Imitation in painting 
and sculpture), and Invention is the most painful 
and the most difficult exercise of the human mind.” 
By imitation Soane meant, of course, imitation of 
nature: in all ages another kind of imitation has 
served architects as a ready substitute for the 
paintul and difficult exercise of invention. And 
never more conspicuously than during the halt- 
century ot Soane’s career as a practising architect 
Thanks to the labours of Stuart and Revett and 
their in the task of recording 
publishing the architectural remains of 
Crreece 
ot the 

i 


successors and 
ancient 
the architect working in the last years 
eighteenth century and the first three 
decades ot the nineteenth did not have to go any 
farther than bookshelves models 
imitation Which, if not always particularly adapt 
to contemporary needs, at least possessed the 
immense advantage ot being, it was held, un- 
improvable The result was a large number ot 
| which criticism can find little more 
to say than that the portico is of the order of the 
[heseum, or of the Erectheum, or that the tower 
is a half-size version of the choragic monument 
of Lysicrates, while sometimes—more particularly 
in Scotiand and in Germany-—whole Greek build- 
ings were closely reproduced 

Soane’s work is quite another matter 
he quetes trom the classics—and, being as learned 
in them as most, he often does—the quotations 
become an integral part of the text, so to speak, 
instead of being put between inverted commas 
into separate paragraphs. Nor is it as important 
to “ get the reference as it is with most neo 
classical architecture : in his maturity Soane was 
far concerned with the associative values of 
the classical elements of design than with the 
formal. Moreover, the impact of his work ts 
extraordinarily direct, and anyone normally 
susceptible to aesthetic impressions will feel at 
once, on thumbing through Mr 
plates, that here is an artist with 
personal style 

In his text, after a sketch of Soane’s character 
and a summary of the chief events in his life, 
Mr Summerson sets about uncovering the 
foundations of that style—in French neo- 
classicism, in the theories of the Abbe Laugier 
in the architecture of Robert Adam, of Sir John 
Vanbrugh (“the Shakespeare of architects,” as 
Soane called him), and above all in that of Soane’s 

revered master,’ George Dance the 
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Sensational... 
but authentic 


“SPY EXPERT” 


BERNARD 


NEWMAN 's 


SOVIET 
ATOMIC SPIES 


How far 
atomic weapons ? 
working for them ? 


have the Russians developed 
What scientists are 
How effective is their 
atom-seeret espionage? These and many 
other vital questions Bernard Newman 
answers from wide—and unusual—sources 
ot information, His revelations may well 
have important repercussion 5 


* Ther nowhere I know of where 
the keen salty air, the grey-green, reed- 
framed landscape, the lanes of ruffling 
water, can give a greater feeling of sheer 
blessedness,”’ writes R. H. Morrram ot 
his mative paradise, THE BROADS. 
His deeply knowledgeable book, beaut: 
fully illustrated, is the second of the 


new Regional Books Series Ih - 


Str Timorny Eden gives an admirably 
account of the scenery, the 
architecture, the animal and plant lift 
of DURHAM in his distinguished, two 
volume contribution to the famous 
County Books Series; but itis the human 
story on which he has placed most 
emphasis, the history of this unique 
little county which, until comparatively 
recent times, has been ruled quite inde- 
pendently by its Palatine Bishops. With 
trontispreces and map. Vo wh) 
pages, Vol. [IL 388 pages ! 


omncise 


ROM 


LANDAU's 


highly topical travel book 


MOROCCAN 
JOURNAL 


writers know Morocco so intimate! 
Rom Landau, fn his lat travel 
\ he gives a frank, up-to-date picture 
fascinating country and probes to 
the heart of the Moroccan problem 
Lavishly illustrated In - 


) MISSION WITH MOUNTBATTEN 
i tal tran ri 


pow 


lida 
Lndispensabt i 


i { bdition now ready 


Assess ROBERT HALE 4444444 
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ingelo,” it is simply not true that the Earl of 
Arundel sent Evelyn to Rome to buy antiques, 
or that most of the houses on the park side of 
Queen Anne’s Gate have been rebuilt, or that 
Northumberland House always had a lion atop 
the Strand front. London Homes is a pleasantly 
enough written and illustrated account of the 
development of residential London trom the 
Restoration to the death of Queen Victoria tor 
a reviewer to wish that his pencil had not flown 
to the margin quite so often. 


Marcus Werte: 


SHORTER REVIEWS 


A Queen at By Vera Watson. WH. 
Allen. 18 

From the Lord Chamberlain’s papers deposited 
in the Public Record Office, Miss Watson has ex 
tracted some interesting domestic details of life in 
the Royal Palaces under Queen Victoria. Much of 
the information brought to light is financial. We 
learn, for instance, what the Queen spent on her 
clothes year by the her 
how much her servants were paid, and the valuation 
of the property found in Buckingham Palace 
We learn, too, that the royal dusters had a habit of 
chsappearing; and of tiny 
the drunken organist at Hampton Court, the royal 
swan that appeared for sale on 
and chimney 
50 of the 
Act forbidding 


Home. 


year, cost of Coronation, 


lost 


other scandals such 
a poulterer’s slab, 
who were still 


Windsor 
had 


the sweepers’ boys, 
250 chimneys at 


the 


climbing 
the 


year 
after practice been 
passed 

But the drains at Windsor were a greater disgrace 
than the chimneys, The main drain was constructed 
in 1846, but so neatly divided was the responsibility 
the Lord Chamberlain Office of 
Works that two years later it was sull not connected 
with the lavatories, and the whole Castle reeked ot 
sewerage. The most amusing document quoted by 
Miss Watson is a letter from Odo Russell in Berlin, 
the table Shah ot 
Persia, whose expected arrival in London on a State 
isit was flustering the Lord Chamberlain. “ Nobody 
ventures to tell the Shah . that he should not tal 
Her Majesty by the elbow to make her get up . ot 


raise his 


between and the 


reporting on manners of the 


voice so as to startle the company, or pul 
or take food out of his mouth 
ifter it h 


has been chewed 
it under the table if it does not suit his taste 


his fingers into dishes, 


iwain to look at it or thins 


The Cinque Ports. By RoNALD and FRANK Jessur 
Batsford, 9s. 6d. 

There has long been a need for a good popular 
book on the Cinque Ports (of which there are in fact 
seven, only one in any real sense now a port) : the 
Jessups’ book fulfils the need admirably It is at 
once scholarly and gracetul. ‘The main 
are historical, but they do forget that 
history, as Guedalla once remarked, is a branch of 
geography, and the rise and fall of the Cinque Ports 
and the two Ancient mainly a matter of 
geography, of shifting coast-lines and changing river- 
Their teeling for place i 
for example, convey in five lines the whole strange 
quality that makes Dungeness unique; and their 
more studied topographical descriptions, of Hythe, 
Rye, Sandwich, Winchelsea, New Romney 
rest, are equally perceptive They 
their litthe book with information; so 
in fact, that one wishes 
spared them another dozen pages 

Inevitably, in the space at their disposal, their view 
stranded and the Romney 
Marsh that lies behind them is retrospective. Some 
information on the literary associations of the region 
would have further added to the book's 
it seems odd, for instance, to write 
without a mention of Lamb House and Henry James, 
ot New Romney from Dungeness to 
Littlestone referring to Wells, or of Hythe 
without at passing glance at the novels of 
Miss Elizabeth Bowen, who, incidentally, contributes 
introduction to the Similarly, 
Ford Madox Ford might well have been remem 
tor Rye and the 
work 


authors’ 


miterests not 


Towns 1s 


courses, accurate : they can, 


the 
packed 
much so, 


and 
have 


the publishers could have 


of these harbour-towns 


general 
interest of Rve 
and the coast 
without 
least a 
i felicitous boo! 
ered, 
Marsh inspired some of his best 
And perhaps more might have been made of 


The New Statesman and Nation, May 24, 1952 
the purely present-day aspects of the Towns and their 
hinterland. Sandwich and Rye have their famous golt- 
courses ; the Marsh i 
anised 


probably the most highly mech 
area in the country; and one could 
have hoped that the tourists the Jessups persuade to 
visit the parish church at Lydd, a New 
Romney, might have sent farther the 
High Street, to look at the quite excellent pew munict- 
pal housing estate. But these are 
outside the limits the authors 
do prevent The Cinque Ports 
rood guide-book and topegraphical st 


tarming 


limb ”” of 


been on, up 
omissions that he 
have set themselves 


they not being very 


ids 
Life in Thin Slices. 
lilustrations by 
9s. Od. 
On Sunday 
us, and 


Mr 


By Parrick ¢ 
RONALD Seartr. Fak 


morning, if there’s a lurking 
according to taste, we open our newspaper 
Mr. Jennings, or Mr. Patrick Camp 
bell. The first has for long given a favourite tickle 
to our stomach ulcers, and life in the suburbs and the 
saloon bars would not be quite itself without him 
he second pursues a rapt, 
through catalogues of warehouses and neglected white 
paper Mr. Campbell is, of the three, the 
most active, violent, down-to-earth, being also, 
He hammers turkeys inte 
it Christmas; he gardens and dig 
goose; he swim and crawl 
lawns in pursuit of oft 
I battles with commute 
company of chuckling 
Financial Times, takes up plumbing, 
ind 1 American 
ippalling, but 
ind 


to nervous 


Gubbins, 


more scholarly course 
by far 
ind 
presumably, the youngest 
the oven 
year 


up last 
rivers naked over 
he 


hop-assistants, 


hen goes on treasure 


hunt 
in the 


daily 
monsters over the 
beagling, 

vision dancing eated 
ifter a 
invihing, one’s 


What 


most invulnerable of Quixotes? 


iin 


energy 1s time, seeing tt 


survive terror 
daren’t 
I And if 
mishaps tear him down from the ladders he’ 
climbing, he gets his umechar on 
the frightfulness of we live in. Hi 
laught on television is not only the funniest 
pieces in the book, ut home ines 
truth; and deeply grateful we must be that Mr 
Campbell's sufferings haven't blunted the edge of 
he first part of Life in They 
gives a painful insight into the commuter 


exhilaration 


ilways 
own back in an 
the times on 
one ot 


hammers ipable 


intelectual 
Nhice 


et 
rhey 


ippelute 


the second imparts the still persisting relishes ot 
vitude. Its humour drills away unflaggingl 
present tense: he is 


Draw 


the woodpe 
Ronald Searle exc: 


ker, we h 
nes by uciatingly 
and Labour. Ry 
1 3s. 


Women’s Life ZWEIG. 


Gollance. od 


in tudy of 


J weig 


instalment of his painstaking serial 
and Lr 

with two preconception to which he 
that women dishi 
gainful employment,” particularly in factories, and 
it only OF this idea 


was fully observa 


British behaviour in towards work, 


One, 


the whole 


ed 
coniesses, Vas on 


enter under the whip of want 
in the 


he found, take en 


he disabused course of h 


tion employ 
would 


because they to 


women ndustrial 


ment partly because the household budget 


otherwise be pinched, partly 


} 


earn) independently their own extra suct Ss 


cigarettes, but in many cases because they find in the 
conversational comradeship of the workroom a real 
relief from the endless tedium of housewor! 

The 


generally 


eal 


iuthor’s other 
suffer 
them both more willing than 
routine 1 


preconception was that 4 


from a 


vomen 


sense of inferiority, and that 


s makes men to accept 


dul ind also 
Now it Is 
that relatively 
high = industrial 
because they regard their employment as 
this 
in which the mind is 


jobs in industry, to carry out 
orders unquesuonably 


Db Zwe 


mpatient to 


observes, 


learn 


pending marriage, or because (as 
like “ 


engrossed to 


study 


they easy” work not too 


wander agreeably to other preoecupa 


tions, they are on the whole content to accept con 


parau 
will 


ely low-paid repetition work from which a man 
out in nd 
than most men, and therefore less interested 
unionism, the industrial, 
professional, woman is probably a less ins 
than many reformer 
But this does not mean that women, broadly 
ing, nk they 


often) walk boredom Greater 
vidualists 
in trade ts Opposed to the 
rdvo- 
maine 


peak - 


they 


stent 


cate of “equal pay’ 


are, or tt ire, “inferior,” or that 





The Nex 


are easier to Manage than men 


Statesman and Nation, May 24, 1°82 

If they are respon- 
sive less lo Overtime incentives and more to personal 
appeal by a male foreman, the 
certainly in the polarity of sex 


reason hes almost 


The English Renaissance : 
By E. M. W. ‘TiLtyarp. 
he cellar ef Dr 

his turtle it might appear that here was an inv i 

to drink deep. In fact, this short book contains litle 

more than a few glasses from previously 

bottles. What he offers is not a 

attempt to answer the very complex and very live 

question, what really happened to the English mind 

im the sixteenth-century, but a series of correctives 

(given originally as lectures last John 

Hopkins University, Baltimore) to the now fashion 

able view that the medieval mentality persisied into 

the so-called Renarssance 

In a sense, it did. There was undoubtedly a con 
tinuity. Sir Philip Sidney 
medieval. There was also a most profound change 
of heart. Sidney was, in other ways, the archetype 
of the new man. Each of Dr. Tillyard’s lectures 
one on the concepuion of the Renaissance elt, hs 
others on the lyric, the epic and Iwterary criticism 
conclude with a consideration of Sidney The most 
many-sided of English geniuses, he does, it is true, 
come crucially into each picture; but somehow this 
fact does not give an intellectual unity to the be 

Sidney is too important, too neglected and too 1 y 

contradictory for such treatment. H 

ately requires a 

significance of this 

made plain 


Fact or Fiction ? 
Hoga th Press 
Tillyard’s learni 


opened 


comprehensive 


year at inc 


was, In some way 


work desper 
full-scale revaluation = if 


fertile, wansitional period is 


A History of Golf in Britain. 


Cassell 42 
Golf can trace its ancestry back fo an act 

establisbed as a national pastime north of the 7] 

before the Battle of Flodde: 

us rules were codified in 1774. ‘That was in the era 
of the “ feathery,’’ a ball made of leather, feather 
and twine. This was succeeded by the gutta percha 
first made out of a protective packing that came back 
from India round a marble statuc 
ruled from the middle of the last century 
mvention of the rubber-cored ball at the 
turn, But it was not thi 
supposed, that produced the boom—according, at 
least, to Mr. Bernard Darwin, one of the eight con 
tributors to this 
boom had already 


at least a century 


Gutta percha 
until the 
century 


Invenlion, as some Nave 


stately volume Lhe 
begun by the Eighties, and Mr. 
Balfour's fondness for the game he suggests to 
been a 


large and 


nave 
contributing factor. 

The course ts a long one from then to now, from the 
through knicker- 
bockers and plus-fours to our windcheaters and slacks, 
from ther few 


red velvet coats of carlier players 
narrow-headed woodens 
under the arm to our vast collection of sor 


arried 
mongery 
wheeled round on a trolley Phe long early story 
is lovingly told by Sir Guy Campbell and Mr. Bernard 
Darwin who linger as fondly over the old lore and the 
old bearded heroes as any modern player over his 


own round in the club room rh 


later story is 
, 


Leonard Crawley, Henry 
Cotton and Enid Wilson and the book ts interestingly 


agreeably continued by 
iMustrated with a great many photographs and four 
colour plates 


Week-end Competitions 
No. 1,161 


Set by Richard Lister 
Prizes at 


zes mn. on 
elther to “ Max 


more tian » 


¢ offered for a congratulatory epig 


his ¢ ieth birthday, addyessed 


ht 


t 
or to Bertrand ne 


Russell Not 
Entries by June 3 


RESULT COMPETITION No. 
Set by Peter Pastmaster 
Older readers of The Times have 
decide when and where turned-up trousers w 
introduced, In the Ninetics at Monte ? Eton in 
Eighties 2? Or Ascot, ! re 
offered tor th 


OF 1,158 


1910? ‘Lhe usual prives are 


prestige anccdote (not more than 150 
words) that wor'4 authoritatively settle this cont 
versy 


Report by Peter Pastmaster 

As one entrant pomted out, a letter from the Editor 
ot the Tailor and Cutter to The Times scuied this 
controversy two days after the competition was set 
Nevertheless, a bumper and varied crop, of 
than usually high standard, resulted. Most competitors 
realised the kind of thing I was after—a specimen 
of Raconteurmanship so compelling as to clinch the 
argument—and only a few relapsed into the maunder 
of the Club Bore. Sartorial ingenuity ran glor 
iously amok. Every age, place, name and explanation 
canvassed—the Anglo-Saxons (an entry that 
included the Pun to End Punning), Sir Isaac Newton, 
“W.G.” at Lords, midshipmen at Trataigar, the 
Pantisocrats, the Russians (“ Pioneers in this matier 
as in so many others, e.g., cinematography, radar, 
nuclear fission, ete.””). C. B. J. Feltham plumped 
for the inumutable Zuleika. At the last meeting of the 
Junta, he present, who were able, 
turned up the ends of their trousers; symbolic of 
the primary wetting of the feet that would come as 
they plunged from the Judas raft in sacrificial gesture.’ 
Beginnings were especially felicitous I liked “ It 
was in 1878 that Queen Victoria sat on a wasp's 
nest during a picnic at Balmoral . . Many 
old genitlemens are writing beastlinesses around the 
bottoms of their trousers. Permit me to tell the true 
history My grand aunt, Georges Sand, was abso 
lutely the first man (also woman). ...°” 

Prize 

No, darling, 1 was before that 

You knew of the cellar under the Café Royal ? 
Well did you know there was a cellar under that 

Oh God, it wa 


more 


ings 


were 


Wrote, Thos 


; also 


money divided among the tollowing 


The crowd we had then 
positively a Churchilhian Cabinet—a sort of Yellow 
Book talent Heavens, the fun one can 
have 


fabulous 


without 
without any brains ! 

One week it was champagne 
whisky week and so on 
might the 
“ Me 
So in a flash I said, * 

And that was that 


week and another 
It was port weck and that 
deep. Eddie 
taking i up like 
Turn up the ends 
Ninety-Five it was and | 
ANDREW CROWCROFT 


stuft was ankle 
trousers are 


said to me, 


lamp-wicks 


invented them ! 


The Story of the origin of the turn-up on trousers 
s On of omy 
My great-grandfather, a 


Peepe, they called him 


treasured anecdote 
celebrated dandy Beau 

had an unplacable enem) 

ly Lord Crumple As cocentric as 
Lord Crumple invited 


tamuly’s most 


the slover 


malevolent my ancestor 


West Wing, in 
slecping, with the 


Crumple Grange and set fire to the 
great-grandfather wa 


ntention of 


which my 


express destroying his wardrobe He 
then placed at the disposal of his shivering victum a 
uit of clothes of expressible dowdiness. [The worst 
garment was a pair of trousers maliciously over-long 
im the leg. Surely no leader of fashion has been put 
t a severer test My ancestor, with great coolness, 


simply turned up the bottoms of the trouser and 
Lord Crumple had the mortification of seeing a member 
Family, who was one of the 


what 


of the Royal party, 
tashior 


BLIsHEN 


an enduring 
Epwarb 


instantly copy became 


Although it was the waggish use of tu 


a member of the Royal Family at Ascot in 1910 
which lead to their popular use, they had been seen 
on race courses since the 1870's urn-ups wer 
used by bookmakers as a distinguishing mark so that 
their patrons ef shorter stature could pick out their 
rostrum, from those of the uupsters, when they were 
ten had the 
tker’s name inscribed on it and go ahead bookmaker 


i. @ large crowd. The turn-up of 


DOO 


mserted cardboard strips carrying the current odd 
book ’ 


“a plus four tor the 


Ihe phrase “a turn up for the derives from 


practic Smee the phrase 
} not become current and the use of turn-up 
out, it would seer 
wd to t 
( J. PANKHURS 
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but had been 

ession on a visit to St 

mental work on Wa 
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Company Meetings 
DAILY NEWS LTD. 
‘The annual general meeting of The Daily 
{ 


proprietors of the News Chronicle and 
held on May 21 in London 





News 
Li The 
Star) wa 

Mr. L. J. Cadbury, the chairman, said 
to be expected the increase in price of t 
penny Press to a penny halfpenny was followed 
a talling off in sales. The News Chronicle average 
sale tor 1951 was 1,470,000 coy vhich showed 
of 5 per cent. The Star ay 1951 
aj 1,193,000 were down only 


u loss erage sales for 


3.5 per cent 
Ihe increase to a penny halfpenny was forced on 
us by the continuous rise in our costs, and the higher 
price of newsprint alone absorbed the greater part of 
the total additional revenue from sales at I'd. Indi 
cations are that newsprint will be more plenuful, but 
unless the price is substantially reduced it may not 
be possible to take up the additional supplies. Ir i 
ironical that at the very moment when there is a 
prospect of more newsprint its excessively high price 
should hamper us in increasing the size of our paper 


During the past year the News Chronicle’s reputa 
thon for fairness and objectivity in its political report 
ing has been maintained and widely recognised. You 
may have seen advertisements of the paper which 
carry the message, “ You get things Straight in the 
Ne Chronicle” That is something more than a 
slogan. It is an ideal which is the aim of every mem 
ber of the paper's editorial staff, 


Of the London evening newspapers the enterprise 
of The Star has been outstanding, and this ts no 
{ reason for its remarkable buoyancy of cu 


doubt the 
pite of the rise in price to ''d 


culation in 


Che Gallup Poll remains one of the features of the 


N It carned 


Ne Chroncle most eagerly looked for 
enhanced prestige in the General Election of October 
last vear, when it forecast the outcome of a closely 
contested race within a fraction of the percentage of 
votes actually cast, 


The report was adopted. 


Y T ry. ‘ cy ‘ % ‘ 
UNITED MOLASSES 
INCREASED PROFITS 

The twenty-sixth annual general meeting of The 
United Molasses Company, Limited, will be held on 
June 10 in London 

Che following is an extract 
Statement by the chairman, Sir I 
berg, K.B.1 

Phe Combined Gross Profits of the company and 
its proportion of Subsidiaries’ profits amounted to 
£8,007,055 against £3,583,673 for the previous year 
After charging £1,544,346 for Depreciation and after 
making imounting to £4,010,089 to cover 
United Kingdom and Foreign taxation on profits 
earned up to December 31, 1951, there remains a 
net profit of £2,452,650 compared with €1,173,052 
for the year ended December 31, 1950. 

The great increase in profits for the year is mainly 
accounted for by the high freights which prevailed 
throughout the vear under review, and by 
profits on trading in Molasses which were tavourably 
alfected by the song demand at high prices which 
continued right up to the last quarter of the year 
Since then there has, however, been a steep decline 
in the use of Molasses for distilling purposes. This 
disappointing falling off in demand, which started 
t make wself felt towards the end of last year, was 
undoubtedly largely caused by the abnormally high 
prices which have ruled since the Autumn ot 1950 

\ithough profits from Molasses in recent month 
show a sharp dechne because of the serious fall in 
turnover the Consolidated Profits of the Group for 
the first three months of the current year comfort 
ably exceed profits earned during the samc 
last year 
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used to travel up to town in the carly Nineties, once 
even in the same carriage) enter the Chamber with 
his trouser ends turned up. Turning to inquire the 
meaning of this fashion of his neighbour, he over 
heard “ Dizzy ’’ (who once dined at my uncle’: 
in Portman Square, less than a year after my uncle 
had sold the property) remark to Gathorne-Hardy, 

Ihe old man’s no longer content to have all the 
aces up his sleeve 
ends 


house 


he must keep a few in his trouser- 
too ! 
I never knew Gathorne-Hardy. 
Henry Parris 
It was at Henley in 1919. I remember Violet 
Hunt being most amusing about it the next day at 
one of Ford Madox Hueffer’s luncheon parties 
She recalled that Brevington’s great-uncle had won 
a 1,000-guinea wager by dining in a coat made of wool 
shorn from one of his own sheep the same morning 
and affected to believe that Brevington was emulating 
this exploit and had allowed his tailor no time to take 
accurate leg-measurements Hueffer laughingly 
asked his neighbour (a scowling Northerner, concen- 
trating on his cutlery) whether he would wear 
garments for a paltry £1,000, but the poor 
fellow—D. H. Lawrence, I discovered late 
seized with a fit of coughing and turned very red 
It was to cover his embarrassment that Ezra Pound 
contributed the mot, “Of course not. Brevington 
will find it takes more than one sheep to set a fashion.’ 
ELAINE MorRGAN 


such 
young 


—Wwas 


I believe it was in the House of Commons after 
the Boer War that turn-ups first appeared. The 
Queen, an indefatigable knitter, had graciously intended 
to honour General Dyer with the 
of socks of her own making. (I had it from a friend 
in the Household that she meant to found a new order, 
the Sock.’ rhrough some error the 
royal gift was sent to Mr, Churchill, then a young war 
correspondent, Taking the card “ from your grateful 
Sovereign, Victoria R.”’ to tbe addressed to himself, 
the young man naturally proud of the 
At his first appearance in the Commons, he turned 
up his trouser-ends to confound those on the other 
side of the House with a sight of the socks. I well 
remember Tim Healey muttering “ Now he turns 
the trousers. Faith, ’twill be the coat next !”’ 

KILDARE R, EF. 


award of a pair 


* Queen's 


was gift 


Doses 


CHESS: Put in the Pia 
No. 138 

According to the Oxford Dictionary my 
means “to call a halt’ and more especially 
up drinking.”’” It may fortunate for 
us that the more especial meaning does not apply 
to Chess. 


headline 
to give 
seem some ot 
Indeed, a chess player “ put in the pin” 
might, more likely, be driven to drink, and had the 
loser of the following little game sought alcoholic 
solace | could hardly him. The game was 
played at Oslo a few months ago, and the winner is 
R. Anderson 
1) P-K4 
2) P-QB4 
3) BPxXP 
B-Kt5 ch 
Q-R4? 
BxBch 


blame 


P-QB3 (7 
P-Q4 (8 
Px? (v9 
B-Q2 
Par 
KixB 


QOxKvP 
Q-QB4 
K-K2 

(10) Qx Kt 

(il) KxQ RxB 

(12) K-K2 P-KKt3! 
White very properly resigned 
here, considering that this was 
very Clearly a * call- 
ing a halt and thereby 
justifving the Oxford Dic- 
tionary even tor chess players). 
Here is a case of 
thought to be 
other 
found 


Kt-B4 
Kt-Qo6 ch 
R-B1! 
QxQch 


case of 


who 
the 
but 


pinnee 


one 
putting 
fellow in the pin, 

himselt the 
The position—Rasmusson 
Niemi, Helsinki 1938—is reported in K. Richter’s 
Kuregeschichten um Schachfigure What happened 
was (1) Px P, Ktx P (2) Bx P ch, K x B (3) Q-B2 ch, 
Kt-Q6 (4) R-QI, B-R3 (5) Kt-Kl. Here, alas, the 
triumphant pinner found the tables turned on him. 
Black played (5 Q-BL! and White soon saw that 
he could not swop Queens and then play Kt x Kt 
because he would have been “ put in the pin” by 


KR-Q1. So he tried (6) Q-Ktl, R-QU! (7) Kt x Kt, 








rather than the pinner 
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K-Ktl! Black has put himself out of the pin, and 
White is quite helpless. He tried P-KR3 and soon 
resigned after Black’s Q-Q2. Had he played P-KB3 
he would have becn smothered by (8 Q-Q2 
») Kt-B2,Qx Rech (10) KtxQ,Rx Kt ch (11) K-B2, 
B-Q6. 

This week's 
should be much facilitated 
fact that the 
melodramatic leitmotii 
appears in one of the 
three a century apart 
from another) Even 
without this helpful hint A 
may be rather overrated and 
B certainly not underrated 
5) ladder points They 
are both classics and both 4-movers, which, I hope, 
will our neglected problem-addicts. 
As C—White to draw-—this study 
nearly as difficult as some other 7-pointers we have 


B: Kling 1850 F. Lazard 1950 


7 | 
| 
ad, \ | 
ee 
ei \ 
had, may not be unworthy of such generous rating, 


provided I give no further hint 
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ch, K-Kt4 3}, O-B6 ch, 
>) Q-Kt4 ch, K-R2. (6 B7, 
Kt-B5 ch, K-Kt3 3) Kt-Q7 ch etc 
t-B5 ch, K-R4 3) Q-R2 chet 
Q-B6 ch, K-R4 4 Q-B5 ch, K-R3 
Krt-Ke4 ch 
this un- 
Even so, a 
surprising number of competitors got near enough to 
drop merely a point or two. Prizes shared by E 
Allan, F. A. Rhoden, A. J. Roycroft. Equally flawless 
solutions from C. Allen, D. E. Cohen, G. S. Fisher, 
Leslie Hale, C. Sandberg, A. Schneider, W. Stead 
ASSIAC 


are by no means all variations of 
commonly complex and ingenious study 
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